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高考话题1　广 告 应 用
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Passage 1
　　(2019·北京卷,A篇) Want to explore new cultures,meet new people and do something worthwhile at the same time? You can do all the three with Global Development Association(GDA).Whatever stage of life you􀆳re at,wherever you go and whatever project you do in GDA,you􀆳ll create positive changes in a poor and remote community(社区).
We work with volunteers of all ages and backgrounds. Most of our volunteers are aged 17-24.Now we need volunteer managers aged 25-75.They are extremely important in the safe and effective running of our programmes. We have such roles as project managers,mountain leaders,and communication officers.
Depending on which role you choose,you could help to increase a community􀆳s access to safe drinking water,or help to protect valuable local cultures. You might also design an adventure challenge to train young volunteers.
Not only will you help our young volunteers to develop personally,you􀆳ll also learn new skills and increase your cultural awareness. You may have chances to meet new people who􀆳ll become your lifelong friends.
This summer we have both 4-week and 7-week programmes:
	Country
	Schedule

	
	4-week programmes
	7-week programmes

	Algeria
	5 Jul.-1 Aug.
	20 Jun.-7 Aug.

	Egypt
	24 Jul.-20 Aug.
	19 Jun.-6 Aug.

	Kenya
	20 Jul.-16 Aug.
	18 Jun.-5 Aug.

	South Africa
	2 Aug.-29 Aug.
	15 Jun.-2 Aug.



　　GDA ensures that volunteers work with community members and local project partners where our help is needed.All our projects aim to promote the development of poor and remote communities.
There is no other chance like a GDA programme. Join us as a volunteer manager to develop your own skills while bringing benefits to the communities.
Find out more about joining a GDA programme:
Website: www.glodeve.org
Email: humanresources@glodeve.org
1.What is the main responsibility of volunteer managers?
A.To seek local partners.
B.To take in young volunteers.
C.To carry out programmes.
D.To foster cultural awareness.
2.The programme beginning in August will operate in　　　　. 
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
A.Egypt	B.Algeria
C.Kenya	D.South Africa
3.The shared goal of GDA􀆳s projects is to 　　　　. 
A.explore new cultures
B.protect the environment
C.gain corporate benefits
D.help communities in need
　　语篇导读 Global Development Association(GDA)致力于积极地改变贫穷和偏远的社区,在这里能探索新的文化,结识新朋友,同时做一些值得的事。文章为GDA招募志愿者并介绍了今年夏天的具体项目。
　　答案与解析
1.C　细节题。根据第2段第3句以及第3段的内容可知,他们的主要职责是执行项目计划。
2.D　细节题。根据表格中最后一行前两列可知答案。
3.D　细节题。根据第1段的内容和表格后一段最后一句“All our projects aim to promote the development of poor and remote communities.”可知,其目标就是促进偏远贫穷社区的发展,即帮助有需要的社区。
Passage 2
(题源:《国家地理》)
　　(2020·广东东莞模拟) You can either travel or read, but either your body or soul must be on the way. The popular saying has inspired many people to read or go sightseeing. Traveling, just like reading, is a refreshing journey from the busy world.Books, brain food, can keep you company on your travel.
[image: ]
1.On the Road, 1957, by Jack Kerouac
The book is a globally popular spiritual guide book about youth. The main character in the book drives across the US continent with several young people and finally reaches Mexico. After the exhausting and exciting trip, the characters in the book begin to realize the meaning of life. The book can be a good partner with you to explore the United States.
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2.Life Is Elsewhere, 1973, by Milan Kundera
Jean-Jacques Rousseau once said, “Man is born free, and everywhere he is in chains.” The book tells a young artist􀆳s romantic but miserable life, about how he reads, dreams and has a relationship. Experience the artist􀆳s passionate life in the book during a trip to Central Europe. The book invites you to deeply reflect on your current life.
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3.The Stories of the Sahara, 1976, by Sanmao
The book narrates the author􀆳s simple but adventurous life in the Sahara Desert, which seems a desolate and dull place. The fancy natural scenery and life there, along with the author􀆳s romantic and intensive emotions will inspire you to explore the mysterious land.Reading the book is like participating in a dialogue with the author, who is sincere and humorous.
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4.Lotus, 2006, by Annbaby
This novel set in Tibet, tells three people􀆳s stories, each with their unique characteristics. It reveals modern people􀆳s emotions and inner life, their confusion about love, and exploration of Buddhism. The book is a good partner to bring you to the sacred land Tibet.
1.Which book is about the exploration of life value through a journey?
A.Lotus. 
B.On the Road.
C.The Stories of the Sahara.
D.Life Is Elsewhere.
2.Whose book is suitable to accompany your trip to Germany?
A.Jack Kerouac.	B.Milan Kundera.
C.Sanmao. 	D.Annbaby.
3.What is the author􀆳s purpose in writing the passage?
A.To advertise four travel guidebooks.
B.To introduce four novels about traveling.
C.To arouse readers􀆳 interest in reading books.
D.To recommend four books linked to destinations. 
　　语篇导读 旅行和阅读一样,同样是个令人耳目一新的过程,为此,作者给我们推荐了4本书,来充实我们的旅途。
　　答案与解析
1.B　细节题。根据第2段的第1句和最后两句可知,本书讲述了几个年轻人通过旅行来探索人生价值。
2.B　细节题。本题题干的关键词为Germany,根据第3段第3句中的during a trip to Central Europe可知答案。
3.D　推断题。根据第1段可知,作者想要我们在旅游的时候,带上这几本书充实我们的旅程。同时结合全文内容可以推断,作者是想给我们推荐几本和旅游相关的书。
Passage 3
Welcome to the Dinosaur Museum!
The Dinosaur Museum in Dorchester is the only museum in the UK devoted merely to dinosaurs and their fascinating world.
The museum combines life-sized reconstructions of dinosaurs with fossils(化石) and dinosaur skeletons to create an exciting hands-on experience. Hands-on displays help tell the story of the giant prehistoric animals that lived millions of years ago.
Everyone can enjoy himself in the museum and there is free introduction for all children to help them make the most of their visit. Life-sized reconstructions beg to be touched by little hands—it􀆳s encouraged. 
Rated as one of Britain􀆳s Top 10 Family Museums in 2016, the Dinosaur Museum is part of any Jurassic Coast experience. It has been frequently featured on television and has become nationally famous for its innovative(创新的), adventurous and friendly approach. The museum has won many awards throughout its history.
Opening times
	January to March
	10 am to 4 pm

	April to September
	10 am to 5 pm

	October to December
Closed 13th to 26th December
	10 am to 4 pm



　　Last admission is 1 hour before closing. 
Admission prices
	Adults
	￡8.50

	Children
	￡6.50

	Family (2ad+2ch)
	￡25.99

	Children under 3
	FREE



　　The Dinosaur Museum shop
We have dinosaurs in every shape and size, some of which can􀆳t be found in anywhere else. Whether you are looking for a dinosaur toy, a present for your children, a gift for a fossil fan or a scientifically accurate model, we have it all. From a soft toy Stegosaurus to highly detailed Schleich or Papo model, from Captain Flynn and his Pirate Dinosaurs to bath toys, from puzzles to fossils, from DVD􀆳s to 3D posters, from Encyclopedia􀆳s to bouncy balls, we have it all!
1.What does the passage say about the Dinosaur Museum?
A.It􀆳s the only dinosaur-themed museum in the world.
B.It􀆳s an award-winning museum lying in Dorchester.
C.It was considered to be the best family museum in 2016.
D.Life-sized reconstructions aren􀆳t allowed to be touched.
2.When are visitors allowed to enter the Dinosaur Museum?
A.At 10 am on Dec.21st.
B.At 4:30 pm on May 13th.
C.At 4 pm on Aug.15th.
D.At 3:30 pm on Feb.26th.

3.How much should a couple with their 2-year-old son pay in all to visit the Dinosaur Museum?
A.￡17.00. 	B.￡21.50.
C.￡23.50.	D.￡25.99.
4.The goods sold in the Dinosaur Museum shop are 　　　　. 
A.all unique	B.cheap and fun 
C.of good quality	D.rich in diversity
　　语篇导读 本文介绍了位于英国多切斯特的恐龙博物馆的相关信息。
　　答案与解析
1.B　细节题。根据第4段中的“The museum has won many awards throughout its history.”可知答案。
2.C　细节题。根据文中Opening times部分的表格及“Last admission is 1 hour before closing.”可知答案。
3.A　推断题。根据文中Admission prices部分的内容可知,成年人的票价为8.5英镑,3岁以下儿童免费,故他们总共需要支付的门票价格为17英镑。
4.D　推断题。根据最后一段内容尤其是第1句可知答案。
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Passage 1
　　(2019·全国Ⅰ卷,A篇)
Need a Job This Summer?
The provincial government and its partners offer many programs to help students find summer jobs. The deadlines and what you need to apply depend on the program.
Not a student? Go to the government website to learn about programs and online tools available to help people under 30 build skills, find a job or start businesses all year round.
Jobs for Youth
If you are a teenager living in certain parts of the province, you could be eligible(符合条件)for this program, which provides eight weeks of paid employment along with training.
Who is eligible: Youth 15-18 years old in select communities (社区).
Summer Company 
Summer Company provides students with hands-on business training and awards of up to $3,000 to start and run their own summer businesses.
Who is eligible: Students aged 15-29, returning to school in the fall.
Stewardship Youth Ranger Program 
You could apply to be a Stewardship Youth Ranger and work on local natural resource management projects for eight weeks this summer.
Who is eligible: Students aged 16 or 17 at time of hire, but not turning 18 before December 31 this year.
Summer Employment Opportunities(机会)
Through the Summer Employment Opportunities program, students are hired each year in a variety of summer positions across the Provincial Public Service, its related agencies and community groups.
Who is eligible: Students aged 15 or older. Some positions require students to be 15 to 24 or up to 29 for persons with a disability.
1.What is special about Summer Company? 
 A.It requires no training before employment.
B.It provides awards for running new businesses.
C.It allows one to work in the natural environment.
D.It offers more summer job opportunities.
2.What is the age range required by Stewardship Youth Ranger Program?
 A.15-18.	B.15-24.	C.15-29.	D.16-17.
3.Which program favors the disabled?
 A.Jobs for Youth.
B.Summer Company.
C.Stewardship Youth Ranger Program.
D.Summer Employment Opportunities.
　　语篇导读 本文介绍了四份面向学生的暑期工作。
　　答案与解析
1.B　细节题。根据Summer Company部分的内容可知,Summer Company 为创业者提供奖金。
2.D　细节题。根据Stewardship Youth Ranger Program中的“Who is eligible: Students aged 16 or 17 at time of hire, but not turning 18 before December 31 this year.”可知答案。
3.D　细节题。根据文章最后一句“Some positions require students to be 15 to 24 or up to 29 for persons with a disability.”可知,Summer Employment Opportunities给残疾人提供工作优待。
Passage 2
Dear Residents,
RE. NOTICE OF CONSTRUCTION—SHORELINE EROSION (侵蚀) PROTECTION
Sheet Pile Wall,Rip Rap Protection (抛石护岸) and Spot Repair on SA SU Road between Church and Jimmy Road, Tsawout First Nation. Our File: CPMS 6849
On April 1, our community, Tsawout First Nation, will begin work on the Shoreline Erosion Protection project along SA SU Road between Church and Jimmy Road.Workers employed by Donn Mann Excavating and Tsawout First Nation Public Works Department will be onsite working from 7: 00 am until 5: 00 pm daily Monday to Friday until September 30.
PROJECT RELATED INFORMATION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Traffic Delays —In order to safely and efficiently complete this construction item, there will be some lane (车道) restrictions. Car drivers must follow the police􀆳s orders, slow down the speed, and pass the construction area extremely cautiously. The construction item may cause traffic delays. We will make every effort to minimize any potential inconvenience and provide you with the latest notice when disruptions(中断) must occur. Police and emergency vehicle access will be maintained at all times.
Truck Traffic—At times you will notice increased truck traffic in the construction area.Please be aware and use extra caution while driving.
Vibration—You may experience some vibration at home during the construction. The shaky motion happens due to the work being done. We recommend that you remove or secure objects on shelves and walls.
This construction item is part of the Tsawout First Nation Shoreline Erosion Protection project that will be beginning in April and is expected to be completed by the end of December. Please see upcoming newsletters and notices for further updates.
Thank you for your patience and cooperation.
Sincerely,
Rob Mortin
Tsawout First Nation
1.How long will the construction item last?
A.About 4 months. 	B.About 5 months. 
C.About 6 months. 	D.About 7 months.
2.What can we know about traffic regulations during the construction?
A.Only emergency vehicles can pass through the construction area.
B.No vehicle will be allowed to pass through the construction area.
C.All vehicles shall be checked before entering the construction area.
D.Car drivers shall pass through the construction area with great care.
3.It is recommended that nearby residents should 　　　　. 
A.avoid driving their vehicles in the rush-hours
B.make sure that their walls are in good condition
C.update upcoming newsletters and notices daily
D.have their photo frames taken down from the walls
　　语篇导读 本文属于施工公告信,告知人们施工情况、给大家带来的不便以及防护措施。
　　答案与解析
1.C　细节题。根据第1段中的On April 1以及until September 30可知,该建设项目4月1日开始,9月30日结束,历时6个月。
2.D　细节题。根据Traffic Delays 部分中的“Car drivers must follow the police􀆳s orders, slow down the speed, and pass the construction area extremely cautiously.”可知,轿车通过施工区域时必须服从交警的命令,减速以及格外小心。
3.D　推断题。根据Vibration部分中的“The shaky motion happens due to the work being done. We recommend that you remove or secure objects on shelves and walls.”可知,施工期间会有震动的情况出现,建议周围的居民把墙上或者架子上的东西取下来或者固定好。
Passage 3
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Special Volunteers (SVs) are individuals who volunteer his or her time to conduct research services, direct patient care, technical assistance, or any other necessary services for National Institutes of Health (NIH). SVs are not financially compensated by NIH for their services and nor does the National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH) provide health insurance. All special volunteers on a visa must have a valid work permit. Visa assistance is provided to those who qualify.
 Special Volunteers may receive support from outside sources with approval. Volunteer services may be accepted from any individuals who are:
●donating their services as members of volunteer or charitable organizations.
●offering their services on their own time, for example, students.
●receiving fellowship or financial support from outside organizations with which they have no employment relationships.
●employees of outside organizations on leaves of absence.
●federal employees volunteering services unrelated to their official duties and responsibilities, outside of their normal work hours.
Applications:
 There are no deadlines for applications as they are accepted on a “rolling admission” basis. Special Volunteers who have found a match with a Principal Investigator will be asked to sign a volunteer agreement and, if enrolled, submit paperwork from their school to ensure that proper credit is given.
To submit an online Special Volunteer application, visit the NIMH Student IRTA/Special Volunteer application at https://wwwapps.nimh.nih.gov/tra.
Benefits:
 Salary or health insurance is not offered by the NIMH for Special Volunteers. Those who volunteer for more than a four-month appointment may receive a parking pass.
 For additional information on Special Volunteer program and those requiring visa assistance please get in touch with Aneka Reid in the Office of Fellowship Training.
1.Who are likely to become Special Volunteers?
A.Federal employees doing related duties.
B.Non-members of volunteer organizations.
C.Non-employees of outside organizations.
D.People wanting to volunteer during work hours.
2.How can a special volunteer get a parking pass?
A.By applying to NIMH.
B.By providing visa assistance.
C.By working with Aneka Reid.
D.By volunteering for over 4 months.
3.What does the passage say about applications to be SVs?
A.They must be submitted online.
B.They can be submitted at any time.
C.They can􀆳t be submitted in the form of paperwork.
D.They can be signed without a volunteer agreement.
4.What􀆳s the purpose of the passage?
A.To tell what Special Volunteers􀆳 life is like.
B.To inform about Special Volunteer program.
C.To introduce how to become Special Volunteers.
D.To show how to benefit from being Special Volunteers.
　　语篇导读 本文主要介绍了特殊志愿者项目的相关信息。
　　答案与解析
1.C　细节题。根据文章中的receiving fellowship or financial support from outside organizations with whom they have no employment relationships可知答案。
2.D　细节题。根据倒数第2段中的“Those who volunteer for more than a four-month appointment may receive a parking pass.”可知答案。
3.B　细节题。根据倒数第4段中的There are no deadlines for applications可知,特殊志愿者的申请是没有截止日期的。
4.B　主旨题。通读全文尤其是最后一段中的For additional information on Special Volunteer program可知,本文主要是介绍特殊志愿者项目的相关信息。
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Passage 1
(2019·全国Ⅱ卷,A篇)
My Favourite Books
　　Jo Usmar is a writer for Cosmopolitan and co-author of the This Book Will series(系列)of lifestyle books. Here she picks her top reads.
Matilda 
Roald Dahl
 I once wrote a paper on the influence of fairy tales on Roald Dahl􀆳s writing and it gave me a new appreciation for his strange and delightful worlds. Matilda􀆳s battles with her cruel parents and the bossy headmistress,Miss Trunchbull,are equally funny and frightening,but they􀆳re also aspirational.
After Dark
Haruki Murakami 
It􀆳s about two sisters—Eri,a model who either won􀆳t or can􀆳t stop sleeping,and Mari, a young student. In trying to connect to her sister, Mari starts changing her life and discovers a world of diverse “night people” who are hiding secrets.
Gone Girl
Gillian Flynn
There was a bit of me that didn􀆳t want to love this when everyone else on the planet did, but the horror story is brilliant. There􀆳s tension and anxiety from the beginning as Nick and Amy battle for your trust. It􀆳s a real whodunit and the frustration when you realise what􀆳s going on is horribly enjoyable.
The Stand
Stephen King
This is an excellent fantasy novel from one of the best storytellers around.After a serious flu outbreak wipes out 99.4% of the world􀆳s population, a battle unfolds between good and evil among those left. Randall Flagg is one of the scariest characters ever. 
1. Who does “I” refer to in the passage?
A.Stephen King.	B.Gillian Flynn.
C.Jo Usmar.	D.Roald Dahl.
2.Which of the following tells about Mari and Eri?
 A.Cosmopolitan.	B.Matilda.
C.After Dark.	D.The Stand.
3.What kind of book is Gone Girl?
A.A folk tale.	B.A biography.
C.A love story.	D.A horror story.
　　语篇导读 本文介绍了作家Jo Usmar选出的四本好书。
　　答案与解析
1.C　推断题。根据第1段内容尤其是该段最后一句“Here she picks her top reads.”可知,下文介绍了作家Jo Usmar选出的最好的读物,所以下文中的“I”指的是Jo Usmar。
2.C　细节题。根据After Dark部分中的“It􀆳s about two sisters—Eri,a model who either won􀆳t or can􀆳t stop sleeping,and Mari, a young student.”可知答案。
3.D　细节题。根据Gone Girl部分第1句中的but the horror story is brilliant可知答案。
Passage 2
The New York See It All Tour is exactly what it sounds like: an all-inclusive guided tour of New York City.
Central Park
As one of the most famous parks in the world, Central Park is a man-made wonder. Not only is it the first public park built in America, but it is also one of the most frequently visited parks, with over 42 million guests per year. Set in the middle of busy Manhattan, its grounds serve as a safe harbor, not only for athletes and musicians, but also for lots of migratory birds each year. One can spend an entire peaceful day wandering its grounds, gazing upon nearly 50 fountains, monuments, and sculptures or admiring its 36 bridges.
Hudson River Park
Hudson River Park is a waterside park on the Hudson River that extends from 59th Street south to Battery Park in the New York City district of Manhattan. Bicycle and pedestrian paths, including the Manhattan Waterfront Greenway, span the park north to south, opening up the waterfront for the public to relax. The park includes tennis and soccer fields, children􀆳s playground, dog run, and many other features.
Washington Square Park
Washington Square, located in the heart of Greenwich Village, is a very popular and often crowded square. People from all backgrounds gather to this large square dotted with trees.
Central Park Zoo
The Central Park Zoo is a small 6.5-acre zoo located on Central Park in New York City. The zoo began in the 1860s, making it the first official zoo to open in New York. The zoo was improved in 1934, with the addition of many new buildings ranged in a quadrangle around the sea lion pool. Finally, the zoo was repaired in the mid-1980s and reopened in 1988, replacing the old-fashioned cages with naturalistic environments.
1.Which park is set in the heart of Greenwich Village?
A.Central Park.
B.Central Park Zoo.
C.Hudson River Park.
D.Washington Square Park.
2.What can we learn about Central Park?
A.It􀆳s the first public park built in the world.
B.It is an artificial park.
C.It especially attracts pedestrians and artists.
D.It was the most crowded park when first built.
3.When was the first official zoo in New York repaired for the first time?
A.In the 1860s.	B.In 1934.
C.In the mid-1980s.	D.In 1988.
　　语篇导读 本文主要介绍了纽约市的四个景点,分别为Central Park、Hudson River Park、Washington Square Park以及Central Park Zoo。
　　答案与解析
1.D　细节题。根据第4段第1句可知,Washington Square Park位于Greenwich Village的中心。
2.B　细节题。根据第2段第1句中的Central Park is a man-made wonder可知,Central Park是一个人造公园。
3.B　细节题。根据最后一段第2、3句可知,动物园是在1934年得到了改善。
Passage 3
Half-day, weeklong camps are held from 9 am-12 pm or 1 pm-4 pm. (Daily snacks will be provided and even become part of the hands-on fun!)
Wonder Wizards
 June 6-10, June 13-17, June 20-24
 Campers travel back to medieval times (about AD 1100-1400) and become wizards of science as they explore the wonders of castle and make magical mixtures that will challenge them to unlock the secrets of chemical combinations. The adventure ends when campers show off their skills for family and friends at a special presentation!
 Science Sleuths(侦探)
 June 27-July 1, July 11-15, July 18-22
 Campers become junior detectives as they unlock the mysteries of The Magic House, study the wonders of science, discover some super-secret science experiments and present their findings to friends and family.
Whirly (回旋的) Waters
July 25-29,August 1-5
Campers will be racing to discover all that is wet and wonderful about water through tons of experiments and hands-on activities. At the end of the week, campers are sure to surprise family and friends with amazing demonstrations (示范).
Cost: $125 per person for non-members; $100 per person for Family Members.
All campers must be registered in advance.
Weeklong full-day camp from 9 am-4 pm. (Lunch not provided.)
Camp Make-It
 June 13-17, June 27-July 1
 Get ready for the wonderful DIY experience! Campers at the age of 9-11 will use science, technology, engineering, art and math to discover their inner inventors. During this all-day camp, campers will have the opportunity to create curious articles, experiment with a lot of stuff, and learn amazing new skills. On the last day of camp, campers will show off their work to family and friends!
 Cost: $200 per person for non-members; $175 per person for Family Members.
All campers must be registered in advance.
1.When can campers attend Wonder Wizards?
A.In June.	B.In early July. 
C.In late July.	D.In August.
2.How much should two non-members pay for Whirly Waters?
A.$200. 	B.$250. 	C.$350. 	D.$400. 
3.Which program features creative skills based on comprehensive knowledge?
A.Camp Make-It.	B.Whirly Waters. 
C.Science Sleuths. 	D.Wonder Wizards.
4.What do the four programs have in common?
A.They suit kids of the same age.
B.Registration in advance is not needed.
C.Lunches are all provided by the organizers.
D.Campers will show their achievements at last.
　　语篇导读 本文是一则关于夏令营活动的广告。
　　答案与解析
1.A　细节题。由Wonder Wizards部分中的June 6-10, June 13-17, June 20-24可知,该活动集中在六月举办。
2.B　细节题。由Whirly Waters部分中的$125 per person for non-members可知答案。
3.A　细节题。由Camp Make-It部分中的“Campers at the age of 9-11 will use science, technology, engineering, art and math to discover their inner inventors.”可知答案。
4.D　细节题。四个活动介绍的最后都指出露营者将在活动结束时向家人和朋友展示他们的收获。
高考话题2　科 普 知 识
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Passage 1
(2019·浙江卷,C篇)California has lost half its big trees since the 1930s, according to a study to be published Tuesday and climate change seems to be a major factor(因素).
The number of trees larger than two feet across has declined by 50 percent on more than 46,000 square miles of California forests, the new study finds. No area was spared or unaffected, from the foggy northern coast to the Sierra Nevada Mountains to the San Gabriels above Los Angeles. In the Sierra high country, the number of big trees has fallen by more than 55 percent; in parts of southern California the decline was nearly 75 percent.
Many factors contributed to the decline, said Patrick McIntyre, an ecologist who was the lead author of the study. Woodcutters targeted big trees. Housing development pushed into the woods. Aggressive wildfire control has left California forests crowded with small trees that compete with big trees for resources(资源).
But in comparing a study of California forests done in the 1920s and 1930s with another one between 2001 and 2010, McIntyre and his colleagues documented a widespread death of big trees that was evident even in wildlands protected from woodcutting or development.
The loss of big trees was greatest in areas where trees had suffered the greatest water shortage. The researchers figured out water stress with a computer model that calculated how much water trees were getting in comparison with how much they needed, taking into account such things as rainfall, air temperature, dampness of soil, and the timing of snowmelt(融雪).
Since the 1930s, McIntyre said, the biggest factors driving up water stress in the state have been rising temperatures, which cause trees to lose more water to the air, and earlier snowmelt, which reduces the water supply available to trees during the dry season.
1.What is Paragraph 2 mainly about?
A.The seriousness of big-tree loss in California.
B.The increasing variety of California big trees.
C.The distribution of big trees in California forests.
D.The influence of farming on big trees in California.
2.Which of the following is well-intentioned but may be bad for big trees?
A.Banning woodcutting.
B.Fire control measures.
C.Ecological studies of forests.
D.Limiting housing development.
3.What is a major cause of the water shortage according to McIntyre?
A.A warmer climate.	B.A longer dry season.
C.Inadequate snowmelt.	D.Dampness of the air.
4.What can be a suitable title for the passage?
A.Patrick McIntyre: Grow More Big Trees in California
B.Why Are the Big Trees Important to California Forests?
C.Cutting of Big Trees to Be Prohibited in California Soon
D.California􀆳s Forests: Where Have All the Big Trees Gone?
　　语篇导读 一项研究表明,自20世纪30年代以来,加州已经失去了一半的大树,气候变化似乎是其主要因素。
　　答案与解析
1.A　主旨题。在第2段中,作者用具体数据说明了大树数量减少在加州各个地区的严重程度。
2.B　推断题。根据第3段最后一句可知,激进的野火控制措施在控制了森林大火的同时,使得加州的森林里挤满了小树,它们与大树争夺资源,这对大树产生了不利的影响。
3.A　细节题。根据最后一段中的the biggest factors driving up water stress in the state have been rising temperatures... and earlier snowmelt...可知,造成水资源短缺的最大因素是气温的上升,以及较早的融雪。
4.D　主旨题。通读全文可知,自20世纪30年代以来,加州已经失去了一半的大树,文章分析了引起该现象的几个主要因素。全文围绕“加州森林的大树都去哪儿了”话题展开,故选项D符合题意。
Passage 2
The mass death of flying foxes in extreme heat in North Queensland last month underlines the importance of University of Queensland wildlife research released today. The UQ research sheds light on how various species have responded to major climate events.
A study led by UQ School of Earth and Environmental Science researcher Dr Sean Maxwell has spent more than 70 years quantifying the responses of various species.
“The growing frequency and intensity of extreme weather events such as cyclones, droughts and floods is causing unpredictable and immediate changes to ecosystems and blocking existing management efforts,” Dr Maxwell said.“Some of the negative responses we found were quite concerning, including more than 100 cases of dramatic population declines and 31 cases of local population extinction following an extreme event.”
“Populations of critically endangered bird species in Hawaii have been annihilated due to drought, leaving none of its kind, and populations of lizard species have been wiped out due to cyclones in the Bahamas.”
Cyclones were the most common extreme event for birds, fish, plants and reptiles, while mammals and amphibians(两栖动物) were most responsive(敏感的) to drought events, with drought leading to 12 cases of major population decline in mammals. Drought also led to 13 cases of breeding declines in bird populations and 12 cases of changes in the composition of invertebrate(无脊椎动物) communities.
UQ Centre for Biodiversity and Conservation Science director Professor James Watson said the detailed information would help inform ecosystem management.
“The research clearly shows species will respond, often negatively, to extreme events,” Professor Watson said.“As climate change continues to ensure extreme climate and weather events are more and more common, we now need to act to ensure species have the best chance to survive. Wherever possible, high quality and undamaged habitat areas should be retained, as these are the places where species are most resilient(易恢复的) to increasing exposure to extreme events.”
1.How was the UQ research conducted?
A.By observing extreme weather events.
B.By protecting the endangered species.
C.By recording reactions of animals to extreme climate.
D.By analyzing the reason why mass animal death happened.
2.What does the underlined word “annihilated” in Paragraph 4 probably mean?
A.Created.	B.Defeated.
C.Decreased.	D.Destroyed.
3.What can we know about extreme weather events?
A.Cyclones wiped out populations of lizard.
B.Birds and mammals are most responsive to cyclones.
C.Drought caused 13 cases of distinction in bird populations.
D.Drought caused 12 cases of population decline in mammals.
4.What can we infer from Professor Watson􀆳s words?
 A.Animals often show negative responses to extreme events.
B.The existing ways for wildlife protection are limited.
C.Different methods should be adopted to ensure the survival of different species.
D.Complete and undamaged habitats are of great importance to species􀆳 survival.
　　语篇导读 昆士兰大学地球与环境科学学院的研究员Dr Sean Maxwell领导了一项研究,该研究用了70多年的时间来记录和量化不同物种对重大气候事件的反应。昆士兰大学公布了这份关于野生动物研究的报告。
　　答案与解析
1.C　细节题。根据第2段内容可知,昆士兰大学通过记录动物对极端气候的反应进行了这项研究。
2.D　词义推断题。根据画线词所在句中的leaving none of its kind可知,画线词意为“毁灭的”。
3.D　细节题。根据倒数第3段中的while mammals and amphibians were most responsive to drought events, with drought leading to 12 cases of major population decline in mammals可知,哺乳动物和两栖动物对干旱事件最敏感,干旱导致12例哺乳动物的主要种群数量下降。
4.D　推断题。根据最后一段的内容可推知,完整无损的栖息地对物种的生存至关重要。
Passage 3
How to Let Go of the World and Love All the Things Climate Can􀆳t Change is a movie from film-maker and climate activist Josh Fox. The movie is the third film in a three-part series—Gasland, which is about climate change.
In 2010, Fox􀆳s documentary Gasland was appointed for the highest award—Oscar because of its meaningful theme. Gasland explored the hotly debated subject of removing natural gas from the ground. He examined the subject again in Gasland Ⅱ.
Fox was in Washington, DC recently to present his third film. He was arrested during a protest against a new fuel pipeline. In the film, Fox says pollution from fossil fuels must be reduced. Without limits, there will be more extreme weather, like severe storms and dry weather, rising sea levels and causing shortages of food and water. “When you really encounter that head-on (正面地), it causes an incredible crisis.”
In the new film, Fox travels through a sunless forest in the Amazon with local activists to measure oil spills. He goes to a village in Ecuador to learn how people there stopped a pipeline from being built. He joins young people in Australia to stop boats from entering the port of Newcastle.
 Also in the film, Fox talks to Ella Zhou, an energy expert. She explained the importance of what she calls “moral imagination”. “I think that it forces us to get out of our box of thinking about, for instance, ‘What is being successful?’ It allows us to have a moral value about what you want as a person. What do you want to do for the world and for yourself?” 
1.Why was Fox􀆳s Gasland appointed for Oscar?
A.Because Fox is the most famous film-maker in America.
B.Because Fox had experienced incredible crisis in the globe.
C.Because the theme of the movie is meaningful.
D.Because Fox was arrested for opposing a new fuel pipeline.
2.What does the underlined word “that” in Paragraph 3 refer to?
A.The pollution from fossil fuels.
B.The economic crisis.
C.The increasing population.
D.The extreme weather.
3.What􀆳s the purpose of “moral imagination” mentioned in the last paragraph?
A.To warn people of the disadvantages of creating new fuels.
B.To make people learn to be creative in thinking things.
C.To motivate people to achieve their dreams in their life.
D.To encourage people to find the values of individuals.
　　语篇导读 一个环保主义者利用拍摄电影的方式来呼吁人们保护环境,避免极端天气的发生。
　　答案与解析
1.C　细节题。根据第2段首句可知答案。
2.D　细节题。根据第3段第4句可知,这里的that指的是前面提到的极端天气。
3.B　推断题。根据最后一段中的I think that it forces us to get out of our box of thinking about可知,这种道德想象力会让你跳出条条框框,即有创造性地思考事情。
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Passage 1
(2019·天津卷,C篇)How does an ecosystem(生态系统) work? What makes the populations of different species the way they are?Why are there so many flies and so few wolves? To find an answer,scientists have built mathematical models of food webs, noting who eats whom and how much each one eats.
With such models, scientists have found out some key principles operating in food webs. Most food webs, for instance, consist of many weak links rather than a few strong ones. When a predator(掠食动物) always eats huge numbers of a single prey(猎物), the two species are strongly linked;when a predator lives on various species, they are weakly linked.Food webs may be dominated by many weak links because that arrangement is more stable over the long term. If a predator can eat several species, it can survive the extinction(灭绝) of one of them. And if a predator can move on to another species that is easier to find when a prey species becomes rare, the switch allows the original prey to recover. The weak links may thus keep species from driving one another to extinction.
Mathematical models have also revealed that food webs may be unstable, where small changes of top predators can lead to big effects throughout entire ecosystems. In the 1960s, scientists proposed that predators at the top of a food web had a surprising amount of control over the size of populations of other species—including species they did not directly attack.
And unplanned human activities have proved the idea of top-down control by top predators to be true. In the ocean, we fished for top predators such as cod on an industrial scale, while on land, we killed off large predators such as wolves. These actions have greatly affected the ecological balance.
Scientists have built an early-warning system based on mathematical models. Ideally, the system would tell us when to adapt human activities that are pushing an ecosystem toward a breakdown or would even allow us to pull an ecosystem back from the borderline. Prevention is key, scientists say, because once ecosystems pass their tipping point(临界点),it is remarkably difficult for them to return.
1.What have scientists discovered with the help of mathematical models of food webs?
A.The living habits of species in food webs.
B.The rules governing food webs of the ecosystems.
C.The approaches to studying the species in the ecosystems.
D.The differences between weak and strong links in food webs.
2.A strong link is found between two species when a predator　　　　. 
A.has a wide food choice
B.can easily find new prey
C.sticks to one prey species
D.can quickly move to another place
3.What will happen if the populations of top predators in a food web greatly decline?
A.The prey species they directly attack will die out.
B.The species they indirectly attack will turn into top predators.
C.The living environment of other species will remain unchanged.
D.The populations of other species will experience unexpected changes.
4.What conclusion can be drawn from the examples in Paragraph 4?
A.Industrial activities help keep food webs stable.
B.Species of commercial value dominate other species.
C.Rapid economic development threatens animal habitats.
D.Uncontrolled human activities greatly upset ecosystems.
　　语篇导读 借助食物网的数学模型,科学家们观察了掠食动物与它们的猎物之间的关系对生态的影响,从而发现了生态系统的关键法则。
　　答案与解析
1.B　细节题。根据第2段第1句可知,借助食物网的数学模型,科学家们发现了食物网中的一些关键法则。
2.C　细节题。根据第2段中的When a predator always eats huge numbers of a single prey,the two species are strongly linked可知答案。
3.D　推断题。根据第3段第1句可知,如果食物网顶端的掠食动物的数量大大下降,其他物种的种群将经历意想不到的变化。
4.D　推断题。根据第4段可知,无节制的人类活动对生态系统造成了恶劣的影响。由此可推断,不受控制的人类活动极大地破坏了生态系统。
Passage 2
The world is a greener place than it was 20 years ago. A study published in the journal Nature Sustainability said that recent satellite data reveals a greening pattern that is strikingly prominent in China and India.The study shows that human activity in China and India dominates this greening of the planet, thanks to tree planting and agriculture. The effect comes mostly from ambitious tree-planting programs in China and intensive agriculture in both countries.
“China and India account for one-third of the greening,” said lead author Chi Chen of Boston University. “That is a surprising finding, considering the vague idea of land degradation (毁坏) in populous countries from overexploitation,” added Chen.
China alone accounts for 25 percent of the global net increase in leaf area with only 6.6 percent of global vegetated area. The greening in China is from forests (42 percent) and croplands (32 percent), but in India, it is mostly from croplands (82 percent) with minor contribution from forests (4.4 percent).
China􀆳s outsized contribution to the global greening trend comes in large part from its programs to conserve and expand forests with the goal of preventing land degradation, air pollution, and climate change.
“Once people realize there is a problem, they tend to fix it,” said Rama Nemani, research scientist and co-author of the study. “In the 1970s and 1980s in India and China, the situation around vegetation loss was not good.In the 1990s, people realized it, and today things have improved.Now we see that humans are contributing.”
Land area used to grow crops is comparable in China and India—more than 770, 000 square miles—and has not changed much since the early 2000s. Yet these regions have greatly increased both their annual total green leaf area and their food production.
This was achieved through multiple cropping practices, where a field is replanted to produce another harvest several times a year. Production of grains, vegetables, fruits and more has increased by about 35%-40% since 2000 to feed their large populations.
1.What did the study mainly find?
A.India and China are leading the global greening trend.
B.Intensive agriculture is the cause of global land degradation.
C.China and India have got the largest forest coverage in the world.
D.Agriculture is more helpful in expanding green areas than tree-planting.
2.How was China different from India in contributing to the global greening?
A.China controlled the increase of its population.
B.India reduced croplands to prevent the overexploitation.
C.India increased forests by planting around croplands.
D.China changed more lands into forests by planting trees.
3.What does Nemani think about humans in China and India in protecting the Earth?
A.Tolerant.	B.Ambitious.
C.Passionate.	D.Responsible.
4.What does the passage finally suggest humans should make good use of?
A.Forest.	B.Trees.	C.Cropland.	　D.Food.
　　语篇导读 一项研究报告表明,中国和印度正在引领全球的绿化行动,建议人类应该好好利用耕地。
　　答案与解析
1.A　细节题。根据第1段第3句可知,研究主要发现了印度和中国正在引领全球的绿化行动。
2.D　细节题。根据第3段最后一句可知,中国与印度在全球绿化方面的不同是中国通过植树把更多的土地变成了森林。
3.D　推断题。根据第5段可推知,Nemani认为中国人和印度人在保护地球方面是“负责任的”。
4.C　推断题。根据最后一段可知,文章最后建议人类应该充分利用农田。
Passage 3
More than 40 percent of the species that help with pollination (植物传粉) are under threat due to the polluted environment. So some researchers have been searching for ways to protect the bees and other crucial pollinators while some engineers have thought perhaps an army of robotic pollinators could keep humans well-supplied in these foods. A team of researchers has recently designed a small drone(无人驾驶飞机) capable of pollinating flowers. They tested their device on the large, pink flowers of lilies. And it worked.
Exciting as this success was, it is only the first step. The team has yet to figure out how to apply the concept on the massive scale. Could a fleet of robo-pollinators replace the bees?
“Although the answer isn􀆳t a straightforward no, it would be a challenging leap to go from this one little drone pollinating one large flower to an army of drones spreading across fields of crops,” says Scott Swinton, an agricultural economist at Michigan State University.
“The successful pollination was fascinating,” Scott Swinton says, “but the device itself might damage the flowers. I wonder how you make sure you􀆳re not doing more harm than good to flowers when you have a drone.”
“Furthermore,” he points out, “a lily is a particularly easy flower for a drone to pollinate. To make this more broadly applicable for smaller and more complex flower structures, the drones would need to be particularly agile.”
Still, Joshua Campbell, an expert at the University of Florida, says,“Pollination systems are extremely complex and will always require insects. There is no substitute for bees.”
“As for the technology itself, it is a promising new development in existing drone technology,” he added. Yet he still sees some hurdles ahead before drones can be applied on a large scale.
1.What makes those researchers designed pollinating drones?
A.There are no satisfying pollinators.
B.Humans need more food supplies.
C.Pollinating species are being endangered.
D.Drone technology is well-developed now.
2.What problem does Scott think researchers have to solve for the robo-pollinators?
A.Using them in quantity.
B.Making them look like bees.
C.Instructing them to tell plants.
D.Keeping them flying non-stop.
3.The underlined word “agile” in Paragraph 5 can be replaced by “　　　　”. 
A.cheap	B.catchy	C.lovely	D.smart
4.What􀆳s the best title for the passage?
A.How did researchers invent pollinating drones?
B.Will pollinating drones take place of honeybees?
C.What is leading pollinating honeybees to decline?
D.Why does pollinating need a money-saving option?
　　语篇导读 超过40%的植物传粉物种由于环境污染正濒临灭绝,一些研究人员一直在寻找能代替这些物种帮助植物传粉的方法。
　　答案与解析
1.C　细节题。根据第1段第1句可知,传粉物种正濒临灭绝,这让这些研究人员设计了授粉无人机。
2.A　推断题。根据第2、3段可知,Scott认为科学家只有解决 “如何大量使用它们” 的问题后才能使机器授粉起到作用。
3.D　词义推断题。根据第5段中画线词所在的句子可知,花朵结构更小且更复杂,授粉机需要特别“灵活、敏捷”。由此推知,画线词的意思是“敏捷的”。
4.B　主旨题。根据全文内容可知,本文的主题是研究人员想用授粉无人机取代蜜蜂,但结果未知。
高考话题3　科学与技术
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Passage 1
(2019·北京卷,C篇)The problem of robocalls has gotten so bad that many people now refuse to pick up calls from numbers they don􀆳t know. By next year,half of the calls we receive will be scams(欺诈).We are finally waking up to the severity of the problem by supporting and developing a group of tools,apps and approaches intended to prevent scammers from getting through. Unfortunately,it􀆳s too little,too late. By the time these “solutions”(解决方案)become widely available,scammers will have moved onto cleverer means. In the near future,it􀆳s not just going to be the number you see on your screen that will be in doubt. Soon you will also question whether the voice you􀆳re hearing is actually real.
That􀆳s because there are a number of powerful voice manipulation (处理) and automation technologies that are about to become widely available for anyone to use.At this year􀆳s I/O Conference, a company showed a new voice technology able to produce such a convincing human-sounding voice that it was able to speak to a receptionist and book a reservation without detection.
These developments are likely to make our current problems with robocalls much worse. The reason that robocalls are a headache has less to do with amount than precision. A decade of data breaches(数据侵入)of personal information has led to a situation where scammers can easily learn your mother􀆳s name,and far more. Armed with this knowledge, they􀆳re able to carry out individually targeted campaigns to cheat people. This means, for example,that a scammer could call you from what looks to be a familiar number and talk to you using a voice that sounds exactly like your bank teller􀆳s,tricking you into “confirming” your address,mother􀆳s name,and card number. Scammers follow money,so companies will be the worst hit. A lot of business is still done over the phone,and much of it is based on trust and existing relationships. Voice manipulation technologies may weaken that gradually.
We need to deal with the insecure nature of our telecom networks. Phone carriers and consumers need to work together to find ways of determining and communicating what is real. That might mean either developing a uniform way to mark videos and images, showing when and who they were made by, or abandoning phone calls altogether and moving towards data-based communications—using apps like Face Time or Whats- App, which can be tied to your identity.
Credibility is hard to earn but easy to lose, and the problem is only going to harder from here on out.
1.How does the author feel about the solutions to the problem of robocalls?
A.Panicked.	B.Confused.
C.Disappointed.	D.Embarrassed.
2.Taking advantage of the new technologies,scammers can　　　　. 
A.aim at victims precisely
B.damage databases easily
C.start campaigns rapidly
D.spread information widely
3.What does the passage imply?
A.Honesty is the best policy.
B.Technologies can be double-edged.
C.There are more solutions than problems.
D.Credibility holds the key to development.
4.Which of the following would be the best title for the passage?
A.Where the Problem of Robocalls Is Rooted
B.Who Is to Blame for the Problem of Robocalls
C.Why Robocalls Are About to Get More Dangerous
D.How Robocalls Are Affecting the World of Technology
　　语篇导读 语音操作与自动化技术的出现使得机器人电话(自动拨号播放录音信息的推销电话)可以以假乱真,语音操作和自动化技术发展会使得机器人电话造成的问题更加严重。
　　答案与解析
1.C　推断题。根据第1段可知,作者认为这些办法对于解决问题起不了什么作用,因此作者感到很失望。
2.A　细节题。根据第3段第2、3、4句可知,利用这种新的技术,欺诈者可以精确地确定他们行骗的目标。
3.B　推断题。根据第2段最后一句和第3段内容可推知,这项新技术既可以发挥好的作用,也可能为坏人所利用,产生不好的影响,因此可以说它是一把双刃剑。
4.C　主旨题。文章第1段点明文章中心:机器人电话问题在未来会变得越来越严重。下文都是围绕这一话题展开的。
Passage 2
(题源:《镜报》)Stephen Hawking􀆳s final fear was that DNA manipulation would lead to a master race of superhumans. The physicist, who died aged 76 in March, 2018, thought the development could destroy the rest of human beings. His last prediction is revealed in a new book of his collected articles and essays called Brief Answers to the Big Questions.
Hawking feared rich people would soon be able to edit their children􀆳s DNA to improve attributes like memory and disease immunity. And he said that would pose a crisis for the rest of the world even if politicians tried to illegalize the practice. In an extract (摘录) published by The Sunday Times, he wrote: “I am sure that during this century people will discover how to modify both intelligence and instincts such as aggression. Laws will probably be passed against genetic engineering with humans. But some people won􀆳t be able to resist the temptation to improve human characteristics, such as memory, resistance to disease and length of life.” And he said that would cause huge problems for humans who have not under-gone the same process, leaving them unable to compete. The professor even warned it could lead to the extinction of humanity as we know it. He said of normal humans: “Presumably they will die out, or become unimportant. Instead, there will be a race of self-designing beings who are improving at an ever-increasing rate.” A Brief History of Time􀆳s author also refers to techniques like CRISPR, which enables scientists to modify harmful genes and add in others. And although such procedures could be a boost for medical science, some critics are worried that they could cause a eugenics-style (优生方式) movement, where the weak are weeded out of society.
The new book, published by Hodder & Stoughton on Tuesday, also collects his writings on what he thought were the big questions facing science and wider society. In it, he examines whether aliens exist, colonize space and whether humans will ever go beyond our Solar System.
1.Which of the following does Stephen Hawking disagree with?
A.DNA manipulation could lead to the extinction of human beings.
B.Humans who haven􀆳t undergone genetic engineering may die out.
C.There exist techniques to modify harmful genes and add good genes.
D.People cannot resist the temptation to improve human characteristics.
2.Which book is published by Hodder & Stoughton?
A.Solar System.
B.The Sunday Times.
C.A Brief History of Time.
D.Brief Answers to the Big Questions.
3.What􀆳s Stephen Hawking􀆳s attitude towards human genetic engineering?
A.Concerned.	B.Neutral.
C.Favorable.	D.Negative.
4.What does the passage mainly want to tell us?
A.CRISPR can enable scientists to get harmful genes changed.
B.DNA manipulation may lead to human beings􀆳 extinction.
C.DNA manipulation will create a master race of superhumans.
D.Humans will colonize space and go beyond our Solar System.
　　语篇导读 物理学家斯蒂芬·霍金去世前的最后担忧是:操纵DNA将催生超级人类优等种族。他认为这一发展趋势可能会导致人类灭绝。
　　答案与解析
1.D　细节题。根据第2段中的“But some people won􀆳t be able to resist the temptation to improve human characteristics, such as memory, resistance to disease and length of life.”可知,D项以偏概全,所以不是霍金的观点。
2.D　推断题。根据最后一段中的The new book可知,此处是对应第1段中提到的a new book of his collected articles and essays called Brief Answers to the Big Questions,故Brief Answers to the Big Questions是由Hodder & Stoughton 出版的。
3.A　推断题。从第1段第1句、第2段第2句以及第2段中的fear、 warn等词可以看出,霍金对于人类基因工程的态度是担忧的。
4.B　主旨题。通读全文内容可知,这篇文章主要想告诉我们操纵DNA可能会导致人类灭绝。
Passage 3
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Modern technology has a strong influence on many things we do. In fact, technology is shaping almost every part of our day-to-day existence, including education. Ashok Goel is a professor at the Georgia Institute of Technology. Every term over 300 graduate students take his class on artificial intelligence (AI). The students never meet in person. All of the classes take place online through a website.
 Having hundreds of students in a class means Ashok Goel has to answer thousands of questions. He has eight teaching assistants to help him. But even that is not enough to give all the students the help they need. So, in January, he decided to try an experiment. At the start of the spring 2016 semester, he added a new member to his teaching team: Jill Watson. She was able to answer questions faster than most other teaching assistants. And she was available 24 hours a day. It was only at the end of the semester that Goel􀆳s students learned Watson􀆳s secret: she was not a real person. Jill Watson is an AI computer program. Goel said only two students came close to predicting Watson􀆳s true identity. He was worried about telling his students because he thought they would not like being part of the experiment. But once they learned Watson􀆳s identity, they became very excited. “Then, you know what happened? They not only asked that question about Jill, ‘Is she an AI?’ Once the identity of Jill was revealed they also asked if I was an AI.”
 Goel now uses Watson in two other classes, but still does not tell his students which of his teaching assistants is a computer program. He hopes this technology will make it easier for teachers to create their own programs to use in and outside the classroom.
1.How does Goel give his students help?
A.Through the Internet.
B.By writing to them. 
C.By face-to-face teaching.
D.Through books.
2.Why did Goel decide to try an experiment?
A.Because some questions were difficult to answer. 
B.Because it was hard to satisfy students􀆳 need.
C.Because it was too tired to answer those questions.
D.Because he wanted to improve students􀆳 self-study ability.
3.What􀆳s the students􀆳 response to Jill Watson?
A.Surprised.	B.Indifferent.
C.Excited.	D.Shocked.
4.What􀆳s the best title for the passage?
A.Technology Makes Education Easier
B.Ashok Goel, a Professor Shaping Education
C.Jill Watson: an Excellent Teaching Assistant
D.The Internet Has a Strong Impact on Our Life
　　语篇导读 本文主要说明了现代科技,尤其是互联网,对教学产生的深刻影响。
　　答案与解析
1.A　细节题。根据文章第1段最后一句可知答案。
2.B　细节题。根据文章第2段第3、4句可知答案。
3.C　细节题。根据文章第2段中的“But once they learned Watson􀆳s identity, they became very excited.”可知答案。
4.A　主旨题。本文通过Ashok Goel教授的人工智能教学方式告诉我们,现代教育离不开科技,尤其是互联网。
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Passage 1
(2019·江苏卷,C篇) Who cares if people think wrongly that the Internet has had more important influences than the washing machine? Why does it matter that people are more impressed by the most recent changes?
It would not matter if these misjudgments were just a matter of people􀆳s opinions. However, they have real impacts, as they result in misguided use of scarce resources.
The fascination with the ICT (Information and Communication Technology) revolution, represented by the Internet, has made some rich countries wrongly conclude that making things is so “yesterday” that they should try to live on ideas. This belief in “post-industrial society” has led those countries to neglect their manufacturing sector(制造业), with negative consequences for their economies.
Even more worryingly, the fascination with the Internet by people in rich countries has moved the international community to worry about the “digital divide” between the rich countries and the poor countries. This has led companies and individuals to donate money to developing countries to buy computer equipment and Internet facilities. The question, however, is whether this is what the developing countries need the most. Perhaps giving money for those less fashionable things such as digging wells, extending electricity networks and making more affordable washing machines would have improved people􀆳s lives more than giving every child a laptop computer or setting up Internet centres in rural villages. I am not saying that those things are necessarily more important, but many donators have rushed into fancy programmes without carefully assessing the relative long-term costs and benefits of alternative uses of their money.
In yet another example, a fascination with the new has led people to believe that the recent changes in the technologies of communications and transportation are so revolutionary that now we live in a “borderless world”. As a result, in the last twenty years or so, many people have come to believe that whatever change is happening today is the result of great technological progress, going against which will be like trying to turn the clock back. Believing in such a world, many governments have put an end to some of the very necessary regulations on cross-border flows of capital, labour and goods, with poor results.
Understanding technological trends is very important for correctly designing economic policies, both at the national and the international levels, and for making the right career choices at the individual level. However, our fascination with the latest, and our under-valuation of what has already become common, can, and has, led us in all sorts of wrong directions.
1.Misjudgments on the influences of new technology can lead to 　　　　. 
A.a waste of limited resources
B.a conflict of public opinions
C.a slow progress in technology
D.a lack of confidence in technology
2.The example in Paragraph 4 suggests that donators should 　　　　. 
A.take people􀆳s essential needs into account
B.make their programmes attractive to people
C.ensure that each child gets financial support
D.provide more affordable Internet facilities
3.What has led many governments to remove necessary regulations?
A.Ignoring the power of economic development.
B.Believing that the world has become borderless.
C.Neglecting the impacts of technological advances.
D.Over-emphasizing the role of international communication.
4.What can we learn from the passage?
A.Traditional technology still has a place nowadays.
B.People should be encouraged to make more donations.
C.Economic policies should follow technological trends.
D.Making right career choices is crucial to personal success.
　　语篇导读 对信息技术的过分迷恋对国家、对慈善事业、对个人都会有不利的影响。
　　答案与解析
1.A　细节题。根据第2段最后一句可知,对新技术影响的错误判断会导致有限资源的错误使用,也就是资源的浪费。
2.A　推断题。根据第4段可推知,作者建议捐赠者要考虑接受捐赠的人的实际情况,而不是一味地追求信息化。
3.B　推断题。根据第5段可知,对新东西的迷恋让人们认为如今通信技术和交通的变革让我们生活在一个无国界的世界。这使很多政府取消了一些关于跨国界的资本、劳动力以及商品流动的法律法规。
4.A　推断题。根据第3段可知,对互联网呈现的通信技术变革的迷恋让一些富裕国家得出一个错误的结论:制造产品已经过时了,他们应该靠创意生活。这导致他们忽略了制造业,从而对经济造成不利影响。 由此可知,传统的技术依然有它的地位,不会被新兴的信息技术取代。
Passage 2
We humans love to stare into our smart devices. We gaze for hours—about 10 hours and 39 minutes a day—at our computers,smartphones,tablets and televisions. Is all this staring bad for us? It might be,mainly because as we stare at our devices we are exposing ourselves to blue light.
Blue light is a type of electromagnetic radiation with a very short wavelength that produces a high amount of energy. While it􀆳s true that light can damage our eyes under certain circumstances,there􀆳s no scientific evidence suggesting that blue light is harmful to our eyes. But many people still think it is,which is why blue light-blocking glasses are so popular. So do the glasses work?
“Everyone is very concerned that blue light may be causing damage to the eye,but there􀆳s no evidence that it may be causing serious damage,” Dr Rahul Khurana,clinical spokesman for the American Academy of Ophthalmologists,told Business Insider.
Blue light exposure is nothing new. In fact,the sun is the largest source of blue light. Moreover,blue light is also present in LED light. But if blue light isn􀆳t harmful,then why are we constantly rubbing our eyes when we􀆳re looking at our screens? The answer is eyestrain(眼疲劳).More than 60 percent of people experience eye problems associated with digital eyestrain. And blue light,it seems,isn􀆳t the cause. Instead,our eyes are so strained because most of us blink less when we stare at our digital devices. So if eyestrain is the real issue,blue light-blocking glasses are probably of little use.
1.What do we know about blue light?
A.It has the shortest wavelength.
B.It is a kind of nuclear radiation.
C.It consumes a great deal of energy.
D.It may come from electronic devices.
2.What causes the popularity of blue light-blocking glasses?
A.Evidence of their benefits to eyes.
B.Widespread use of smart devices.
C.Belief in blue light􀆳s harmful effect.
D.Scientific understanding of blue light.
3.What can be inferred from the last paragraph?
A.Rubbing eyes makes people strained.
B.Eye problems are not easy to deal with.
C.Blue light may connect with tired eyes.
D.Blue light exposure is hardly avoidable.
4.According to the passage,wearing blue light-blocking glasses may be　　　　. 
A.tiring	B.harmful	C.useless	D.beneficial
　　语篇导读 本文讲述了蓝光的来源以及蓝光是否会对眼睛造成伤害。
　　答案与解析
1.D　推断题。根据第2段第1句可知,蓝光是一种电磁辐射,波长很短,产生大量的能量。由此可推出,蓝光可能来自电子设备。
2.C　细节题。根据第2段中的there􀆳s no scientific evidence suggesting that blue light is harmful to our eyes. But many people still think it is,which is why blue light-blocking glasses are so popular可知,许多人认为蓝光对眼睛有害,因此防蓝光眼镜大受欢迎。
3.D　推断题。根据最后一段第2、3句可知,太阳和LED灯都是蓝光的来源,这是我们生活中无法避免的。
4.C　细节题。根据最后一段最后一句可知,如果眼疲劳是真正的问题的话,防蓝光眼镜可能没什么用处。
Passage 3
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Imagine a cat that does not need someone to clean up after it keeps an elderly person company and helps them remember to take their medicine. That is the shared dream of the toy maker Hasbro and scientists at Brown University in Providence, Rhode Island. The researchers received a $ 3-million-dollar award from the National Science Foundation for a special project. They want to find ways to add artificial intelligence (AI) to Hasbro􀆳s “Joy for All” robotic cat.
  The cat has already been for sale for two years. Though priced over 1,000 dollars, it sold quite well. It was meant to act as a “companion” for elderly people. Now the project is aimed at developing additional abilities for the cat. Researchers at Brown􀆳s Humanity-Centered Robotics Initiative are working to decide which activities elderly adults may need the most. They hope to make the cat perform a small number of activities very well. Such activities include finding lost objects and reminding the person to take medicine or visit their doctor. They also want to keep the cost down to just a few hundred dollars.
  It is an idea that has appealed to Jeanne Elliott. Her 93-year-old mother Mary Derr lives with her in South Kingstown. Derr has dementia (痴呆). The “Joy for All” cat that Elliott bought this year has become a true companion for Derr. The cat stays with Derr and keeps her calm while Elliott is at work. Elliott said the robotic cat that helps her mother to remember to take her medicine and be careful when she walks was great.
  The researchers are trying to learn how the improved cats will complete helpful activities and how they will communicate. They say that they do not want a talking cat, however. Instead they are trying to design a cat that can move its head in a special way to successfully communicate its message. In the end, they hope to create an exchange between the human and the cat in which the human feels the cat needs them. By doing so, the researchers hope they can even help prevent feelings of loneliness and sadness among elderly people.
1.What􀆳s the purpose of the project?
A.To relieve the pain of the elderly.
B.To promote the sales of medicine.
C.To invent a robotic cat for the elderly.
D.To help make the robotic cat smarter.
2.Compared with the old model, the new robotic cat will be 　　　　. 
A.smaller	B.cheaper
C.more talkative	D.more expensive
3.What does Paragraph 3 intend to tell us?
A.The cat gives much help to the elderly.
B.The more functions of the cat, the better.
C.There is no cure for dementia at present.
D.Mary Derr would have died without the cat.
4.What can we infer from the last paragraph?
A.A talking cat is quite popular among the elderly.
B.Feelings of loneliness and sadness among the elderly are unavoidable.
C.The feeling of being needed is vital to the elderly.
D.Each family can afford such a cat in the future.
　　语篇导读 本文介绍了一种新型的人工智能机器猫。
　　答案与解析
1.D　推断题。根据第1段内容尤其是该段第1句可知,进行该项目的目的是使机器猫更聪明。
2.B　细节题。根据第2段最后一句可知,与旧模型相比,新的机器猫将更便宜。
3.A　推断题。根据第3段最后一句可知,机器猫会给老年人很多帮助。
4.C　推断题。根据最后一段最后两句可知,被需要的感觉对老人来说至关重要。
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Passage 1
(2019·河南郑州外国语学校零诊)The future of Australia􀆳s solar industry is looking bright after a record 3.5 m panels (嵌板) were installed on rooftops last year, giving the equal output of a medium-sized coal-fired power station. The record 1,057 MW of capacity (产能) in small scale systems installed across the country broke the previous record set in 2012, figures from the Clean Energy Regulator showed on Tuesday.
Australia􀆳s solar power prosperity could almost double capacity in a year. The data also revealed that the average system size has also doubled since then from three to six kilowatts as average prices continued to fall. A fully installed 5 KW system costs an average of $5,930 in Australia, according to the energy broker Solarchoice.net.au. Its records show that the price has roughly halved in many capital cities since 2012.
  The regulator􀆳s executive general manager, Mark Williamson, said there was increasing interest in renewals as a way to take control of electricity bills. But more importantly, he said it was also good news for reducing carbon emissions.
  “We are seeing a wide cross section of Australians—households, community centers, schools, and small businesses—receiving rewards under the small scale renewable energy scheme,” Williamson said. “Our data shows that consumers are embracing renewable energy to take control of their electricity bills. ”
  In 2017, there was a 41% increase in installing renewable energy capacity across all states and territories compared to 2016.Queensland led the way with installed capacity at 295 MW, with the Australian Capital Territory taking top place for the biggest annual increase by 57%. “The data collected by the Clean Energy Regulator in 2017 reflects the industry is going from strength to strength. It looks like 2018 will be another big year for the solar industry.” 
  The total of installed capacity for last year is expected to rise to 1,070 MW when all the data is collected. A large coal-fired power station such as Loyd Yang A in Victoria􀆳s Latrobe Valley has a capacity of 2, 200 MW.
1.What do we know about the Australia􀆳s solar industry from Paragraph 1?
A.It􀆳s promising.	
B.It􀆳s still risky.
C.It􀆳s unpredictable.	
D.It􀆳s within expectation.
2.What􀆳s the reason for the Australia􀆳s solar industry􀆳s development?
A.The doubt about the capacity of coal-fired power station.
B.The entire decrease of the carbon emissions.
C.The autonomous control of the electricity bills.
D.The continuous fall of average price of installing a solar energy system.
3.What is the biggest feature of the renewable energy according to Mark Williamson?
A.Lowering electricity bills.
B.Providing enough energy.
C.Reducing pollution.
D.Simplifying installed equipment.
4.The underlined phrase “from strength to strength” in Paragraph 5 suggests Australia􀆳s solar industry 　　　　. 
A.is being accepted
B.is developing rapidly
C.is more practical than before
D.is more advanced than other countries
　　语篇导读 澳大利亚太阳能系统平均价格的持续下降使得澳大利亚的太阳能产业迅速发展,这些可再生能源最大的特点是可以减少污染。
　　答案与解析
1.A　推断题。由第1段最后一句可知,澳大利亚的太阳能产业打破了之前的记录,所以它非常有前途。
2.D　推断题。由第2段第1、2句可知,太阳能系统平均价格的持续下降是澳大利亚太阳能产业发展的原因。
3.C　细节题。由第3段最后一句可知,可再生能源最大的特点是它可以减少污染。
4.B　推断题。由第5段第1、2句中的这些数据可以看出,澳大利亚的太阳能产业发展迅速。
Passage 2
(题源:《卫报》)At 9: 30 am on a Wednesday morning, I received a notification (通知) that I􀆳d already picked up my phone 30 times that day! “11 left until you go over your goal of 41 pickups,” my screen read.“Put your phone down until 9:52 am! Enjoy your time living in the moment.”
These updates were sent via Moment, an app that tracks my screen time, created by Kevin Holesh in 2014 to fight his own device addiction. He was working as an independent app developer, spending hours each day staring at screens. After work, Holesh found that he was looking mindlessly online instead of talking to his wife or taking his dogs for a walk.
“I wanted a way of seeing how much time I was sinking into my phone,” he said.“So I came up with something that could monitor my screen time.” Holesh found that he was spending 75 minutes on his phone a day. He added a function to the app that informed him whenever his screen time was more than 40 minutes. “My phone would make a sound like a bee, and I􀆳d go and do something else. It was like a little angel on my shoulder pushing me in the right direction,” he said.Holesh figured that if the system worked for him, it would work for others, and later that year he made Moment a free app. To date, it has been downloaded 8 million times.
Besides, Moment also has a “coach” function, offering guided programs to help users focus and be more productive, for $7.99 a month.
“I am so much happier, I sleep better, I read more, I take better care of myself, and most of all I am present in my day-to-day life,” Jack, a user said.Similar comments on Moment reflect a growing consciousness around “digital wellness”, the name given to lifestyle practices that encourage healthy device use.
1.What does the inspiration of Moment come from?
A.The creator􀆳s own experience.
B.The sound made by honey bees.
C.Complaints from family members.
D.The widespread digital addiction.
2.What does Moment do at the expected screen time?
A.Force the user to take a rest.
B.Turn off the phone immediately.
C.Make a noise to remind the user.
D.Monitor the screen and keep a record.
3.What does the author intend to do in Paragraph 4?
A.Persuade readers to buy the app.
B.Provide readers with some advice.
C.Recommend a coach to the readers.
D.Introduce more information of the app.
4.In which part of a website will you find this passage?
A.Art and Design.
B.Health and Lifestyle.
C.Fashion and Business.
D.Sports and Entertainment.
　　语篇导读 Holesh为了戒掉自己对电子设备的依赖,开发了一款免费应用软件Moment。
　　答案与解析
1.A　推断题。根据文章第3段中的“‘I wanted a way of seeing how much time I was sinking into my phone,’he said.‘So I came up with something that could monitor my screen time.’”可知,开发Moment的灵感来自创造者自己的体验。
2.C　细节题。根据文章第3段中的“He added a function to the app that informed him whenever his screen time was more than 40 minutes.” 以及该段中的“My phone would make a sound like a bee, and I􀆳d go and do something else.”可知,Moment会在设定的屏幕时间发出噪音提醒使用者。
3.D　推断题。根据文章第4段可知,作者在本段主要向读者介绍Moment的其他功能。
4.B　推断题。根据全文内容可知,文章与鼓励健康地使用电子设备的生活方式有关。由此可推断,文章选自网站中的“健康与生活方式”部分。
Passage 3
If you􀆳re planning to get your teenager a present soon and that teen is a big science lover, we􀆳ve got some great gift ideas to suggest. These aren􀆳t science toys but things to read and build and explore with that will help your teen explore their universe, just like a scientist. 
Most teenagers have probably outgrown their Lego sets, but the urge to build things is no less strong. One great option: gift them the materials to build their own bicycle. How to Build a Bike will introduce kids to the principles of bicycle building, and with the help of beautiful photos teach them how to build their own single-speed ride. Help your teen pick out a steel frame, and then let them assemble it with new parts over the course of a month or two.
Think your teen would prefer to build something that requires a little less muscle power to move? A model rocket is a great option. Estes makes a number of great options for all skill levels, but determined teens might enjoy a rocket which flies up to 1,500 feet (457 meters) using a two-stage system. 
Want to give your teen something a bit more practical than a model rocket? Hoping to save money on laptops? Get them the tools and parts to build their own basic desktop computer. Tom􀆳s Hardware has a guide to this project. Get your teen started with a nice clear case so they can watch all the parts and lights in action.
When I was younger, a friend of mine received a bonsai (盆景) tree as a gift from his parents. He􀆳s always been scientifically curious, and learning how to care for and shape the little tree quickly became an attraction for him. Now, he􀆳s in an big neuroscience (神经科学) program. Bonsai fans emphasize the opportunities to learn the difficulties of plants. Get your teen started with the well-reviewed: The Beginners Guide.
1.What􀆳s the primary purpose of the passage?
 A.To tell parents how to buy their teenagers science gifts.
 B.To give parents advice on how to choose science toys.
 C.To show teenagers how to become a big science lover.
 D.To try to persuade kids to be scientists by themselves. 
2.Who are the intended users of Lego sets?
 A.Young parents.
 B.Any game lovers.
 C.People older than teenagers.
 D.Kids younger than teenagers.
3.What can we learn about a model rocket?
 A.It runs fastest among the four gifts.
 B.It takes fewer efforts to move than bikes.
 C.It is cheaper than any other science gifts.
 D.It is more useful than a desktop computer.
4.Which is likely to develop the ability of sorting out different plants?
 A.Estes.
B.How to Build a Bike.
 C.The Beginners Guide.
D.Tom􀆳s Hardware.
　　语篇导读 作者推荐了四种对青少年有帮助的科学礼物。
　　答案与解析
1.A　推断题。通读全文尤其是首段可知,本文的主要目的是告诉家长如何给自己的孩子买对他们有帮助的科学礼物。
2.D　细节题。根据第2段第1句可知,大部分的青少年可能早已经过了玩乐高的年龄。由此可知,乐高的目标用户是那些比青少年更小的孩子。
3.B　细节题。根据第3段第1、2句可知,火箭模型比自行车搬运起来更加省力。
4.C　推断题。根据最后一段最后两句可知,学习盆景护理可以强化学习错综复杂的事情的能力。作者建议从The Beginners Guide这个项目开始。
高考话题4　社会服务与人际沟通
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Passage 1
(2019·天津卷,B篇)I must have always known reading was very important because the first memories I have as a child deal with books. There was not one night that I don􀆳t remember mom reading me a storybook by my bedside. I was extremely inspired by the elegant way the words sounded.
I always wanted to know what my mom was reading. Hearing mom say, “I can􀆳t believe what􀆳s printed in the newspaper this morning,” made me want to grab it out of her hands and read it myself. I wanted to be like my mom and know all of the things she knew. So I carried around a book, and each night, just to be like her, I would pretend to be reading.
This is how everyone learned to read.We would start off with sentences, then paragraphs, and then stories. It seemed an unending journey, but even as a six-year-old girl I realized that knowing how to read could open many doors. When mom said, “The C-A-N-D-Y is hidden on the top shelf,” I knew where the candy was. My progress in reading raised my curiosity, and I wanted to know everything. I often found myself telling my mom to drive more slowly, so that I could read all of the road signs we passed.
Most of my reading through primary, middle and high school was factual reading. I read for knowledge, and to make A􀆳s on my tests. Occasionally, I would read a novel that was assigned, but I didn􀆳t enjoy this type of reading. I liked facts, things that are concrete. I thought anything abstract left too much room for argument.
Yet, now that I􀆳m growing and the world I once knew as being so simple is becoming more complex, I find myself needing a way to escape. By opening a novel, I can leave behind my burdens and enter into a wonderful and mysterious world where I am now a new character. In these worlds I can become anyone. I don􀆳t have to write down what happened or what technique the author was using when he or she wrote this. I just read to relax.
We􀆳re taught to read because it􀆳s necessary for much of human understanding. Reading is a vital part of my life. Reading satisfies my desire to keep learning. And I􀆳ve found that the possibilities that lie within books are limitless.
1.Why did the author want to grab the newspaper out of mom􀆳s hands?
A.She wanted mom to read the news to her.
B.She couldn􀆳t wait to tear the newspaper apart.
C.She couldn􀆳t help but stop mom from reading.
D.She was anxious to know what had happened.
2.According to Paragraph 3,the author􀆳s reading of road signs indicates　　　　. 
A.her unique way to locate herself
B.her eagerness to develop her reading ability
C.her effort to remind mom to obey traffic rules
D.her growing desire to know the world around her
3.What was the author􀆳s view on factual reading?
A.It would help her update test-taking skills.
B.It would allow much room for free thinking.
C.It would provide true and objective information.
D.It would help shape a realistic and serious attitude to life.
4.The author takes novel reading as a way to　　　　. 
A.explore a fantasy land
B.develop a passion for learning 
C.learn about the adult community
D.get away from a confusing world
　　语篇导读 作者讲述了自己的读书经历和感悟。
　　答案与解析
1.D　细节题。根据第2段第1句可知,作者抢过妈妈读的报纸是因为作者迫切想看一看报纸上写的内容。
2.D　推断题。根据第3段最后两句可知,作者在阅读方面的进步引起了她的好奇心,这让她想要了解周围的一切。
3.C　推断题。根据第4段可知,作者认为事实性阅读能够提供真实的、客观的信息。
4.D　细节题。根据第5段第2句可知,阅读小说可以让作者避开复杂的现实而投入到小说中的世界中去。
Passage 2
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(题源:《卫报》)Across Europe, where visitors can outnumber residents in the summer months, the complaints have started. Last week, in Barcelona, an open-top bus was spray-painted across its windscreen with the words “Tourism Kills Neighbourhoods”. The message is clear: such cities are under pressure. In tourists and residents􀆳 battle for shared spaces, local authorities are uncomfortable in the middle. The tourism is one of the largest employers in the world, with one new job created for every 30 new visitors to a destination—but at what cost to locals􀆳 quality of life?
More people are travelling than ever before, and lower barriers to entry and falling costs mean they are doing so for shorter periods. The rise of “city breaks”—48-hour bursts of foreign cultures—has increased tourist numbers. “Too many people do the same thing at the exact same time,” says Xavier Font, a professor at the University of Surrey. “For locals, the city no longer belongs to them.”
Compounding the problem is Airbnb, which has made tourists more casual in their approach to international travel, but added to residents􀆳 headaches. Those permanent citizens who share their apartment blocks with Airbnb hosts have lost their patience, “No longer do we have to share the streets with tourists, we have to share our own buildings!” To ease the congestion around the main attractions, many cities are taking immediate action. Venice is proposing a new concept of “detourism”: sustainable travel tips and alternative routes for exploring a different Venice. A greater variety of guidance for future visitors—ideas for what to do in off-peak seasons, for example—can guide them from overcrowded landmarks. Repeat visitors have a better sense of the culture and it is much easier to integrate their behaviour with residents of the cities.
“But the locals should learn to take tourists as a part of urban life. Tourists do not have to be considered passive players, but rather as visitors with rights and duties,” says Font. “Everyone has a part to play in promoting that change.”
1.What problem do the local authorities often have in a tourist city?
A.The conflict among tourists from different countries.
B.The challenge of creating more business for local people.
C.The competitions among the most popular attractions.
D.The dilemma between tourism and living quality of the locals.
2.Why do the local residents reject “city breaks” according to Paragraph 2?
A.They don􀆳t want to share anything with tourists.
B.Too many visitors have damaged the quality of life.
C.The local authorities lack adequate operation guidance.
D.The locals fail to benefit from the city breaks economically.
3.What is Airbnb most probably?
A.A website to help travellers find a homestay.
B.A new travelling map with more street information.
C.A solution by Font to improve the local living quality.
D.A small town having the same complaints about tourism.
4.Under the concept of “detourism”, which of the following should be encouraged?
A.Attracting more first-time visitors.
B.Shifting visitors from busy attractions.
C.Developing a city break during on-seasons.
D.Taking tourism as a passive part of urban life.
　　语篇导读 在整个欧洲,游客数量在夏季可能超过居民数量,投诉已经开始。在旅游城市,地方当局经常遇到旅游业与当地人生活质量之间的矛盾。这篇文章鼓励将游客从繁忙的景点转移。
　　答案与解析
1.D　推断题。根据第1段可知,在旅游城市,地方当局经常遇到旅游业与当地居民生活质量的两难困境。
2.B　推断题。根据第2段可知,太多的游客去旅游影响了当地居民的生活质量,所以当地居民拒绝city breaks。
3.A　推断题。根据第3段第1、2句可知,Airbnb最可能是一个帮助旅行者找到寄宿家庭的网站。
4.B　推断题。根据第3段可知,在新概念detourism的指导下,应该鼓励将游客从繁忙的景点转移。
Passage 3
Forgetfulness, although a sad fact, is a part of old age. An elderly, who has a memory problem, could improve his memory by challenging his mind with puzzles, reading books, solving crossword, and playing other brain-exercising games. If you have grandchildren at home, take time out to play games with them. This would not only keep you mentally fit but also would be a good stress buster (克星). 
One of the best and most popular memory games for seniors is the crossword puzzle. You can either play it alone or ask one of your friends to join you. You can always use a dictionary for solving the puzzle. A crossword not only improves your vocabulary skills but also keeps you mentally smart. There are many other types of puzzles on the Internet which will also be helpful.
One of the party games seniors could play is a snowballing story-telling game. In this game, seniors should sit in a circle. One of them should begin the game by saying, “On Monday, I had chicken sandwiches for dinner.” The second person would repeat the line said by the earlier member and also add a successive (连续的) line. Continue the game till it comes back to the first person. He has to tell the original line, plus the successive lines added by other members.
One of the popular game shows is “Name That Tune”. You can play music or just the tune on the music player. Ask the group of seniors to recognize the tune. Then, the group can also sing the entire song together to have more fun. 
It would be a wise idea to pursue a hobby that requires concentration, such as reading, a game of chess or solving a puzzle. This would enable you to keep your memory and improve mental capabilities. Similarly, gardening, arts and crafts also provide the required exercise for brain.
1.What can we infer about forgetfulness?
 A.It􀆳s an unavoidable part of growing old.
B.It makes seniors behave like a small baby.
 C.It forces seniors to love brain-exercising games.
 D.It􀆳s a disease spreading from one senior to another.
2.Which of the following is unrelated to the crossword puzzle?
 A.Do it all by yourself.
B.Play it with a friend.
C.Refer to a dictionary.
D.Sign up a training course.

3.What should the second senior say in the snowballing story-telling game?
 A.I had chicken sandwiches for dinner.
 B.On Tuesday, I had chicken sandwiches for dinner.
 C.On Monday, I had chicken sandwiches for dinner.
 D.On Monday, I had chicken sandwiches and rice for dinner.
4.What is mainly conveyed in the passage about the exercise for brain?
 A.It can bring happiness to the old human heart.
 B.It can keep the old human brain concentrated.
C.It can make the old get more active in the day.
 D.It can cure the old of their memory problems.
　　语篇导读 本文主要介绍了改善老年人记忆能力的几个游戏。
　　答案与解析
1.A　推断题。根据第1段第1句可知,尽管健忘令人悲伤,但它确实是老年人的一个部分,也就是说,健忘在人们变老的过程中是不可避免的。
2.D　细节题。根据第2段可知,文中没有提到“报名参加一个培训课程”。
3.D　推断题。根据第3段第3、4句可知,第二个人必须重复第一个人的话,而且还要添加连续的台词。
4.B　主旨题。根据全文尤其是最后一段可知,本文主要表达的是脑力锻炼能让老年人集中精力,从而提高他们的记忆能力。
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Passage 1
(2019·北京卷,B篇) Alice Moore is a teenager entrepreneur(创业者), who in May 2015 set up her business AilieCandy. By the time she was 13,her company was worth millions of dollars with the invention of a super-sweet treat that could save kids􀆳 teeth,instead of destroying them.
It all began when Moore visited a bank with her dad.On the outing, she was offered a candy bar. However, her dad reminded her that sugary treats were bad for her teeth. But Moore was sick of missing out on candies. So she desired to get round the warning, “Why can􀆳t I make a healthy candy that􀆳s good for my teeth so that my parents can􀆳t say no to it?” With that in mind, Moore asked her dad if she could start her own candy company. He recommended that she do some research and talk to dentists about what a healthier candy would contain.
With her dad􀆳s permission, she spent the next two years researching online and conducting trials to get a recipe that was both tasty and tooth-friendly. She also approached dentists to learn more about teeth cleaning. Consequently, she succeeded in making a kind of candy only using natural sweeteners, which can reduce oral bacteria.
Moore then used her savings to get her business off the ground.Afterwards, she and her father secured their first business meeting with a supermarket owner, who finally agreed to sell Moore􀆳s product—CanCandy.
As CanCandy􀆳s success grows, so does Moore􀆳s credibility as a young entrepreneur. Moore is enthusiastic about the candy she created, and she􀆳s also positive about what the future might bring. She hopes that every kid can have a clean mouth and a broad smile.
Meanwhile, with her parents􀆳 help, Moore is generally able to live a normal teenage life. Although she founded her company early on in life, she wasn􀆳t driven primarily by profit. Moore wants to use her unique talent to help others find their smiles. She donates 10% of AilieCandy􀆳s profits to Big Smiles. With her talent and determination, it appears that the sky could be the limit for Alice Moore.
1.How did Moore react to her dad􀆳s warning?
A.She argued with him.
B.She tried to find a way out.
C.She paid no attention.
D.She chose to consult dentists.
2.What is special about CanCandy?
A.It is beneficial to dental health.
B.It is free of sweeteners.
C.It is sweeter than other candies.
D.It is produced to a dentists􀆳 recipe.
3.What does Moore expect from her business?
A.To earn more money.
B.To help others find smiles.
C.To make herself stand out.
D.To beat other candy companies.
4.What can we learn from Alice Moore􀆳s story?
A.Fame is a great thirst of the young.
B.A youth is to be regarded with respect.
C.Positive thinking and action result in success.
D.Success means getting personal desires satisfied.
　　语篇导读 本文主要讲述了一个年轻有为的创业者Alice Moore的故事,故事告诉我们:积极思考和行动会带来成功。
　　答案与解析
1.B　推断题。根据第2段中的“But Moore was sick of missing out on candies. So she desired to get round the warning, ‘Why can􀆳t I make a healthy candy that􀆳s good for my teeth so that my parents can􀆳t say no to it?’”以及下文她制作出叫CanCandy的糖果可知,Moore对父亲的警告的反应是她试图找到一个解决问题的办法。
2.A　细节题。根据第3段最后一句可知,这种糖只使用天然甜味剂,可以减少口腔细菌,因此它对口腔卫生有利。
3.B　细节题。根据倒数第2段最后一句以及最后一段中的“Moore wants to use her unique talent to help others find their smiles.”可知,Moore想用她独特的才能帮助别人找到他们的笑容。
4.C　推断题。本文主要讲述了Moore的创业故事,她之所以能成功是因为面对问题和困难时,她乐观地看待问题,并且积极地解决问题。因此,她的故事告诉我们:积极思考和行动会带来成功。
Passage 2
(题源:《每日电讯报》)
	Green Book—a touching story of friendship against all odds

	　　Need a warm break from cold Oscar films? Try Green Book, a film that leaves you feeling good instead of like a disaster victim. The lighthearted drama, about a road trip by two men—one white, one black—is absolutely optimistic.
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　　The movie, set in 1962, is based on the true story of two New Yorkers. Tony Lip is a bodyguard from Italy, where he􀆳s famed for his ability to silence fights. Don Shirley, a black pianist, asked him to be his driver on a performance tour to the Deep South of America, where racism was most serious then.
Lip is fine behind the wheel, but what􀆳s more useful to his passenger is his talent for ending conflicts with his fists. Cities such as Birmingham, Ala and Macon, were dangerous during the era of the early 1960s. The book of the film􀆳s title is The Negro Motorist Green-Book, which helped black travelers find safe accommodations.
　　In the film, the ups and downs of their journey are told with the changing settings. They start out in Pittsburgh and Cleveland, in nice hotel rooms and at fascinating parties. It􀆳s when they reach Louisville, Ky, that the first “Colored Only” hotel sign appears, and the attitudes turn hateful, even for the Italian. Anyway, a partnership is born during the trip: Shirley tickles the keys while Lip strikes the thugs(暴徒).
The loving screenplay of Green Book—written by Lip􀆳s son, Nick Vallelonga, and directed by Peter Farrelly—doesn􀆳t shy away from Lip􀆳s casual racism. Yet for all his kindness toward Shirley, Lip had a long way to go when it came to tolerance.
Green Book could be accused by some critics of being cliched(老套的) if the story isn􀆳t also true. But the actors􀆳 honest chemistry takes Farrelly􀆳s movie to the next level. This small tale deserves your full attention.



1.What was Green Book originally in the 1960s?
A.A book teaching the blacks to be tolerant.
B.A story about a black and a white on a tour.
C.A documentary recording the life of the blacks.
D.A guidebook for African-American road trippers.
2.What does the underlined part “tickles the keys” in Paragraph 4 suggest about Shirley?
A.He drives the car.
B.He performs in his tour.
C.He gets used to Lip􀆳s behaviors.
D.He helps Lip to give the thugs a beat.
3.Who does the author think highly of in the end?
A.The critics.
B.The film actors.
C.The director of the film.
D.New Yorkers.
　　语篇导读 文章介绍了电影《绿皮书》,它是一部感人的关于友谊的电影。
　　答案与解析
1.D　推断题。根据第3段最后一句可推知,在20世纪60年代《绿皮书》最初是一本非洲裔美国人的公路旅行指南。
2.B　词义推断题。根据第2段内容可知,Shirley是一个黑人钢琴家,在美国南部巡演,因此推断画线部分的意思是“他在巡演中表演(钢琴)”。
3.B　推断题。根据最后一段中的“But the actors􀆳 honest chemistry takes Farrelly􀆳s movie to the next level.”可知,作者最后对电影演员评价很高。
Passage 3
When 10-year-old Ellie realized her grandmother wouldn􀆳t be able to attend her birthday party, she decided to bring the party to her. 
On Dec.10, Ellie celebrated her 10th birthday. She was heartbroken that her grandmother, Rita, wouldn􀆳t be able to come to the celebration because she was recovering at a nursing home from an operation. That􀆳s why about two weeks before the big day, Ellie decided to throw her party in a meeting room at the nursing home.
“They are crazy about one another and love to spend time together cooking, shopping, going to church, helping with church functions or just chatting,” Kimber, Ellie􀆳s mother, said. “She has taught Ellie how to sew, paint, cook, etc. She􀆳s helped Ellie in so many ways.”
 Rita had no idea that her granddaughter had invited her friends to the nursing home for her party. After they set up the meeting room with party favors and decorations fit for the theme, Ellie and her friends knocked on Rita􀆳s door and asked her if she􀆳d join them for a tea party. “I think she was in shock,” Kimber said. “She was so touched and had tears streaming down her face.”
 Kimber said that Rita and Ellie both had a wonderful time at the party and that there were lots of smiles and hugs. When asked what she thought about her daughter􀆳s kind behavior, Kimber said she was proud of Ellie. Then, she realized that word wasn􀆳t quite enough. “Actually, I􀆳m more than proud, but I don􀆳t know the right word to express my feelings,” she said. “I􀆳m blown away by her heart!”
1.Why did Ellie decide to hold her birthday party at a nursing home?
A.Out of curiosity. 	
B.Out of love.
C.Out of politeness. 	
D.Out of sympathy.
2.What do Kimber􀆳s words in Paragraph 3 imply?
A.She should have spent more time with Ellie.
B.She􀆳s proud of having a great helper—Ellie.
C.Ellie and her grandmother have a close bond.
D.Ellie becomes crazy when it comes to shopping.
3.Which of the following words can best describe Rita􀆳s feelings about Ellie􀆳s arrangement?
A.Surprised and moved.
B.Nervous but thankful.
C.Natural and appreciative.
D.Unexpected and embarrassed.
4.What can be inferred from the last paragraph?
A.Kimber is much too picky about words.
B.Ellie􀆳s birthday party isn􀆳t a great success.
C.Kimber is good at expressing her feelings.
D.Kimber thinks highly of Ellie􀆳s behavior.
　　语篇导读 十岁的Ellie要过生日了,但是她的奶奶因为在疗养院进行术后康复而不能参加她的生日派对。Ellie索性在疗养院的会议室里举办生日派对,这让奶奶十分感动。
　　答案与解析
1.B　推断题。根据第2段内容可知,奶奶正在疗养院进行术后康复,因此不能来参加Ellie的生日庆祝活动。Ellie对此感到很伤心,所以她决定在疗养院的会议室里举办生日派对。由此可推断出,十岁的Ellie这样做是出于对奶奶的爱。
2.C　推断题。根据第3段内容可知,Ellie和奶奶很喜欢和对方在一起。她们一起烹饪,一起购物,一起去做礼拜,一起聊天,等等。奶奶还教Ellie缝纫、绘画、烹饪等。由此可以推断出,Ellie和奶奶的关系非常亲密。
3.A　细节题。根据第4段中的had no idea和she was in shock可知,Rita对于孙女Ellie的生日安排感到很意外;根据“She was so touched and had tears streaming down her face.”可知,Rita也很感动。
4.D　推断题。根据最后一段可知,Kimber对Ellie的行为感到骄傲,她甚至觉得“骄傲”一词都不足以表达她的心情。由此可以推断出,她高度赞扬Ellie的行为。
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Passage 1
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　　Jerry was only seven when he started surfing; at the age of eleven, he was positively incredible, moving over the face of big waves as if there had not been even a slightest bit of effort involved in. 
On that day in Bah, though, the ocean seemed strange. The waves broke like water in a washing machine, and the breaks were heavy too, making it tough to tell whether it was better to try to catch one or to get out of its way. That was how he􀆳d misjudged.
Ella had seen her brother lose control, his board was thrown out of the water riderless high into the air, but she hadn􀆳t seen him surface(浮出水面). She􀆳d waited for the space of a breath. Nothing. Something, clearly, was wrong.
She dashed into the water, swimming faster even than in the competitions. Lungs were burning.
She􀆳d found him floating just beyond the reef (暗礁), face up but knocked out cold. Just as she was paddling the water hard, her leg was hurt by the reef, causing a short, sharp instant of pain.
She kept Jerry􀆳s head above water, swimming all the way back to shore. That day was the worst, scariest moment in Jerry􀆳s surfing career, which has seen him rise from a no-name kid who loved the ocean to a young star, winning competitions around the world.
For Ella, her life changed as well. She learned something about who she was, about what she could achieve. She ran her fingers again over the scar, the physical map of the person she had become.
1.What does the underlined part “positively incredible” probably mean?
A.Terribly excited.	B.Extremely good.
C.Relatively young. 	D.Hardly talented.
2.Why did Ella think something was wrong?
A.She noticed Jerry held his breath longer.
B.She had not seen Jerry lose control before.
C.She saw Jerry􀆳s board high into the air.
D.She didn􀆳t see Jerry come out of water.
3.For Ella, the scar represents 　　　　. 
A.her skill at saving lives
B.her discovery of self-value
C.her envy of her brother
D.her love for swimming career
4.What can be inferred from the passage?
A.Ella was as outstanding an athlete as Jerry.
B.Jerry learned how to surf all by himself.
C.Jerry had his leg injured in the surfing accident.
D.Ella was grateful for this terrible experience.
　　语篇导读 文章主要讲述了Ella在一次冲浪中因拯救Jerry而受伤的故事。
　　答案与解析
1.B　词义推断题。根据下文的moving over the face of big waves as if there had not been even a slightest bit of effort involved in可以推断出,positively incredible是“非常好”的意思。
2.D　细节题。根据第3段中的but she hadn􀆳t seen him surface可知,Ella没有看到Jerry浮出水面。再根据第4段中她的反应可知,她觉得不好的事情发生了。
3.B　推断题。根据最后一段中的“She learned something about who she was,about what she could achieve.”可知,这个伤疤让Ella发现了自我价值。
4.D　推断题。Ella虽然受伤了,但是她从中也学到了一些东西,因此她对这次可怕的经历是感恩的。
Passage 2
(题源:《卫报》)During Amsterdam􀆳s chaotic rush hour, nine-year-old Lotta Crok cycles to a very busy junction. “Look,” she says, “there􀆳s traffic coming from everywhere. Four trams from four different directions. For a child on a bike that􀆳s really confusing!”
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Lotta is the first junior cycle mayor in the world and her working area is the Dutch capital. You would think this challenge would be superfluous in a city known as the bicycle capital of the world.The number of bicycles in Amsterdam is estimated at 881,000—more than the city􀆳s 850,000 inhabitants—and 63% of the population cycle daily.
But children who cycle in Amsterdam face challenges. Lotta says, “The three biggest problems for us are cars, cycling tourists and scooters (小型摩托车). The cars take up too much space, the tourists are always swinging side to side and stop when you least expect it, and the scooters simply run you over.”
Lotta became junior cycle mayor in June, 2018 when she won a contest in which school children were asked to come up with plans to make cycling safer and more fun. Her idea was to add children􀆳s bikes to the popular bike share programme.
Since Lotta was appointed junior cycle mayor, she has been busy, giving interviews, opening cycling contests in the city and being a jury (评审团) member during the Amsterdam Light Parade, an event in which Amsterdammers decorate their bikes with lights.
She is now planning a meeting with the city􀆳s mayor to discuss ideas that children have come up with. She says, “One of our proposals is a bicycle park where children can learn how to cycle. Right now, most of us learn a bit in the street, which can be quite busy. Another idea is to create an app for tourists to learn the rules of cycling, because most of them really don􀆳t know.”
Following the success of the Amsterdam scheme, cycle mayors around the world are now planning to appoint junior colleagues. “They see that it works really well,” Boerma, the senior major, says. “I talk to the parents, and Lotta talks to the children. If you look at the city through the eyes of a child, you will also make it accessible for others. A city that􀆳s good for an eight-year-old is also good for an 88-year-old.”
1.Why is a junior cycle mayor appointed in Amsterdam?
A.To teach children how to ride.
B.To ensure cycling is safer for children.
C.To organize the cycling contests in the city.
D.To give suggestions to the city􀆳s mayor on how to run the city.
2.Which word can best replace the underlined word “superfluous” in Paragraph 2?
A.Difficult.	B.Valuable.
C.Important.	D.Unnecessary.
3.What has Lotta done since she became the cycle mayor?
A.She has won a contest about cycling.
B.She has given proposals to the city mayor.
C.She has solved the problems for children cycling in Amsterdam.
D.She has given interviews and been a jury member during a parade.
4.What􀆳s Boerma􀆳s attitude to the junior cycle mayor?
A.Cautious.	B.Favorable.
C.Ambiguous.	D.Disapproving.
　　语篇导读 文章介绍了9岁的Lotta Crok被任命为自行车小市长的目的以及她为确保儿童骑自行车更安全所付出的努力。
　　答案与解析
1.B　推断题。根据第4段内容可知,自行车小市长的任命就是了为确保儿童骑自行车更安全。
2.D　词义推断题。根据语境可知,画线词所在句意为“在一个被称为‘世界自行车之都’的城市里,你会认为这个挑战是多余的”。所以Unnecessary与画线词的意思最接近。
3.D　细节题。根据第5段内容可知,自从Lotta被任命为自行车小市长以来,她一直很忙,接受采访,在该市举办自行车比赛以及担任评审员。
4.B　推断题。通过最后一段中Boerma所说的话可以判断出,Boerma对自行车小市长持支持的态度。
Passage 3
The summer before my dad died, we moved house. Up until that point, our family had our own space to spread out. Money was tight, so there was no television set, but we owned a turntable recorder on which my dad􀆳s records played constantly. Mostly, it played Bob Dylan. Tracks from The Basement Tapes and Desire became an important part of our new life. My brother and I, aged 8 and 10,climbed trees, built hideaways and learned the words of Clothes Line Saga. We would chant over and over, lost in our own joy.
It was January when my dad left us forever because of cancer. He was 36 going on 37 then, the same age as Dylan. Afterwards, our laughter disappeared, but we kept on playing the records, which became our only ritual of remembrance. The two men became so intertwined in my head that I struggled to tell them apart.
Dylan was my dad􀆳s gift to me. What child wouldn􀆳t be fascinated by songs full of pirates and seasick sailors? How did it feel to have no direction home? Farewell, Angelina became my party-piece. I would sing this at church to the assembled audience. A lot of donations were made.
Growing up, I remained a fan of the music, but I wasn􀆳t obsessed with Dylan until one day in early 1995, my brother bought us both tickets to see him play at Brixton Academy. London felt like a long way to go. But finally seeing Dylan step out on to the stage brought a sudden rush of excitement.
I have seen Dylan a couple of times since. My brother is not around so much these days. But he was up for a visit recently. We passed a happy evening laughing and drinking, while his son, aged 9, performed his party-piece Subterranean Homesick Blues for us. He sang it perfectly. And so it goes on: Dylan􀆳s music as a gift, passed down the generations.
1.What􀆳s the author􀆳s purpose of writing the passage?
A.To praise his father.
B.To tell about his family history.
C.To express his longing for family reunion.
D.To show his love for Bob Dylan.
2.The underlined word “ritual” in the second paragraph means “　　　　”. 
A.ceremony	B.passion
C.memory	D.belief
3.How did the author raise money in his childhood?
A.By singing a Dylan􀆳s song at church gatherings.
B.By providing cheese and wines to church prayers.
C.By playing a pirate in church performances.
D.By accepting donations from the church.
4.The recent visit of the author􀆳s brother indicates that 　　　　. 
A.his nephew was ever invited to play in Dylan􀆳s concert
B.his brother has never seen a live performance of Dylan
C.Subterranean Homesick Blues is always his favorite song
D.Dylan􀆳s music has influenced three generations of his family
　　语篇导读 作者讲述了他对Bob Dylan的喜爱,及Bob Dylan对自己家三代人的影响。
　　答案与解析
1.D　推断题。根据文章内容可知,作者一直以来很喜爱Bob Dylan。所以,作者写这篇文章的目的是表达自己对Bob Dylan的喜爱。
2.A　词义推断题。此处指父亲去世后,家里的笑声消失了,但家里继续播放Bob Dylan的唱片,这成了他们唯一的纪念仪式。ritual指“仪式”,与ceremony同义。
3.A　细节题。根据第3段中的“I would sing this at church to the assembled audience. A lot of donations were made.”可知,作者在童年的时候通过在教堂聚会上唱Bob Dylan的歌来筹钱。
4.D　推断题。根据最后一段内容尤其是最后一句可知,Bob Dylan对作者一家三代人都有影响。
高考话题5　文化与体育
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Passage 1
(2018·浙江卷,A篇)In 1812, the year Charles Dickens was born, there were 66 novels published in Britain. People had been writing novels for a century—most experts date the first novel to Robinson Crusoe in 1719—but nobody wanted to do it professionally. The steam-powered printing press was still in its early stages; the literacy(识字)rate in England was under 50%. Many works of fiction appeared without the names of the authors, often with something like “By a lady”.Novels, for the most part, were looked upon as silly, immoral, or just plain bad.
In 1870, when Dickens died, the world mourned him as its first professional writer and publisher, famous and beloved, who had led an explosion in both the publication of novels and their readership and whose characters—from Oliver Twist to Tiny Tim—were held up as moral touchstones. Today Dickens􀆳 greatness is unchallenged. Removing him from the pantheon(名人堂) of English literature would make about as much sense as the Louvre selling off the Mona Lisa.
How did Dickens get to the top? For all the feelings readers attach to stories, literature is a numbers game, and the test of time is extremely difficult to pass. Some 60,000 novels were published during the Victorian age, from 1837 to 1901; today a casual reader might be able to name a half-dozen of them. It􀆳s partly true that Dickens􀆳 style of writing attracted audiences from all walks of life. It􀆳s partly that his writings rode a wave of social, political and scientific progress. But it􀆳s also that he rewrote the culture of literature and put himself at the center. No one will ever know what mix of talent, ambition, energy and luck made Dickens such a distinguished writer. But as the 200th anniversary of his birth approaches, it is possible—and important for our own culture—to understand how he made himself a lasting one.
1.Which of the following best describes British novels in the 18th century?
A.They were difficult to understand.
B.They were popular among the rich.
C.They were seen as nearly worthless.
D.They were written mostly by women.
2.Dickens is compared with the Mona Lisa in the passage to stress　　　　. 
A.his reputation in France
B.his interest in modern art
C.his success in publication
D.his importance in literature
3.What is the author􀆳s purpose in writing the passage?
A.To remember a great writer.
B.To introduce an English novel.
C.To encourage studies on culture.
D.To promote values of the Victorian age.
　　语篇导读 本文介绍了Charles Dickens在英国文学方面的重要贡献和深远影响。
　　答案与解析
1.C　细节题。根据第1段最后一句可知,在18世纪小说普遍被认为是愚蠢的、不堪的,没什么价值。
2.D　推断题。根据第2段最后一句可知,把狄更斯从英国文学的名人堂中移除相当于卢浮宫卖掉名画《蒙娜丽莎》。由此可知,把他和《蒙娜丽莎》相比是为了说明狄更斯在文学方面的重要性。
3.A　推断题。本文用了很大的篇幅来介绍狄更斯,由此可推断出作者写这篇文章是为了纪念这位伟大的作家。
Passage 2
The origin of “holiday” is easy to see, coming from “holy day”, a day of particular religious significance, often celebrating the life of a saint (圣徒), during which no work was to be done. As far back as the 11th century, “holidays”, especially the major feast days, were times of “celebration and amusement”, as the Oxford English Dictionary puts it.
The number of holidays steadily increased during the Middle Ages, until a medieval Englishman would have had the luxury of 40 to 50 days a year off work, depending on where he lived, in addition to a free day on Sundays.
During the Reformation, Henry Ⅷ abolished most of the holidays partly because of the Protestant (新教徒的) suspicion of saints, but more practically, because, according to historian Eamon Duffy, “A large number of holidays were making the people poor by limiting agriculture.” The people took a different view and organized a protest march—the Pilgrimage of Grace—partly to protect their days off.
Though at first the religious and festive senses of holiday were combined, the word gradually came to be used for any kind of relaxing break from work. As the word was drawing away from a religious society, the number of authorized holidays was reduced, until by 1834 most workers had only four official days off a year, in addition to Sundays. Many factory workers amplified this time by staying home on “Saint Monday” to recover from what they had gotten up to the day before.
By the late 19th century, employers compromised and offered half-day Saturdays, the beginning of the “weekend”, a term first used in 1879. In 1908, an innovative mill in New England gave its employees all of Saturday off, and the practice spread widely during the Great Depression as a way to keep employment up. It took about 400 years, but finally workers could enjoy as many holidays as they had in the 15th century.
1.What was the word “holiday” originally intended for?
A.Economy.	B.Religion.
C.Entertainment.	D.Politics.
2.What􀆳s the main reason for Henry Ⅷ ending most holidays according to Eamon Duffy?
A.He didn􀆳t believe in God and the saints.
B.His people required a thorough reformation.
C.So many holidays stood in the way of the agriculture.
D.People took no interest in the agriculture due to them.
3.Which can best replace the underlined word “amplified” in Paragraph 4?
A.Wasted.	B.Shortened. 
C.Guaranteed.	D.Lengthened. 
4.When did most employees get the whole Saturday off?
A.In 1879. 
B.In 1908.
C.In the 15th century.
D.During the Great Depression. 
　　语篇导读 文章主要介绍了holiday一词的由来以及假期长短的变革过程。
　　答案与解析
1.B　细节题。根据第1段第1句可知,holiday来源于holy day,是一个具有特殊宗教意义的日子。
2.C　细节题。根据第3段中的A large number of holidays were making the people poor by limiting agriculture可知,Henry Ⅷ废除大部分节日主要是因为大量的假期限制了农业生产,使人们变得贫穷。
3.D　词义推断题。根据画线词所在句可知,许多工厂的工人在“圣周一”这天待在家里是为了从劳累中恢复过来。他们这样做延长了自己的假期,由此可以推断出画线词的意思是“延长”。
4.D　细节题。根据最后一段第2句可知,在大萧条时期,大多数工人周六能够休息一整天。
Passage 3
Daily physical activity is an important part of a healthy lifestyle. For this reason, many architects and designers are working to create buildings that encourage people to make exercise part of their ordinary routine. The movement to promote healthy activity through architecture is called active design(主动式设计). It began in 1998 as part of a university public health program, and it has gained popularity in cities around the world. Active design uses a number of techniques to encourage the occupants of a building to be more active. 
One of the most important strategies of active design is inspiring people to make walking part of their routine. A particularly successful tool for promoting walking is the skip-stop elevator. These elevators stop only on every second or third floor, leaving riders to take the stairs in order to reach their destination. Another strategy of active design is to make stairs more pleasant and inviting. Instead of creating dark stairwells(楼梯井) that are located in isolated parts of buildings, active design uses well-lit and centrally placed stairs to encourage more foot traffic.Skip-stop elevators and appealing stair design are both effective tools of active design because they offer incentive and opportunity for exercise. In fact, researchers studying a building that employs both skip-stop elevators and more attractive stair design said that 70 percent of building occupants reported using the stairs every day. 
Active design encourages physical activity using not only the interior features of a building, but also the relationship between a building and its surroundings. A building that employs active design may integrate outdoor space in order to make the environment more engaging and promote physical activity. Some elements that architects use to incorporate the exterior with the interior are glass walls, interior gardens or park, and courtyards with open ceilings, all of which de-emphasize the boundaries between inside and outside. These elements make the building more physically and mentally invigorating. Similarly, by increasing the number of entrances and exits to a building, architects can help keep a building􀆳s users interested in their surroundings by providing a variety of routes for them to use. If people continue to be stimulated by new sights or experiences, they are less likely to choose the quickest and easiest path to their destination and may instead choose a more physically challenging route. 
1.What does the underlined word “incentive” in Paragraph 2 mean?
A.Technique.	B.Assistance.
C.Requirement.	D.Encouragement.
2.Which of the following is NOT a way that architects use to weaken the boundary between indoor and outdoor spaces?
A.Using see-through materials. 
B.Creating spaces with open ceilings. 
C.Building gardens inside the building. 
D.Creating more routes for entering and exiting. 
3How does Paragraph 2 relate to Paragraph 3 in the passage?
A.Paragraph 2 describes an early model of a design discussed in Paragraph 3.
B.Paragraph 3 argues about the effectiveness of the technique from Paragraph 2.
C.Paragraph 3 introduces a different strategy than the one discussed in Paragraph 2.
D.Paragraph 2 explains a technique, and Paragraph 3 gives examples of how it is used.
　　语篇导读 日常体育活动是健康生活方式的重要组成部分。因此,许多人都在努力设计并建造一些建筑,鼓励大家把锻炼作为日常生活的一部分。
　　答案与解析
1.D　词义推断题。根据语境可知,画线词所在句意为“跳停电梯和吸引人的楼梯设计都是主动式设计的有效工具,因为它们给锻炼提供鼓励和机会”。画线词与opportunity并列,应该是表示积极意义的词,由此可推断出incentive的意思是“鼓励”。
2.D　细节题。根据第3段内容可知,建筑师用来将室内外结合起来的元素包括玻璃墙、室内花园或公园,以及带有开放式天花板的庭院,所有这些都弱化了室内外的界限。其中并没有提到“增加更多的进出口路径”。
3.C　推断题。第3段第1句“Active design encourages physical activity using not only the interior features of a building, but also the relationship between a building and its surroundings”很好地将第2、3段连接,起到了承上启下的作用。第3段介绍了与第2段中讨论的不同的策略。
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Passage 1
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(2020·哈尔滨三中诊断)Christmas was near a season that we took seriously in our house. But a week or so before the 25th, my father would give each of his children $20.This was the 1970s, and $20 was quite a bit of money.
But I saw it differently. My father trusted I could spend money wisely. Even better, he gave me the means to get it. On a very basic level, my father was giving me a shopping spree (狂欢) every year. But he was also giving me charge over my own fun, trusting my ability to manage money and making me feel like a grown-up. He didn􀆳t buy me Sherlock Holmes, but he gave me the means to walk into the bookstore and choose it for myself, so it felt like a gift from him.
My mother had a gift for giving me what I needed, usually right at the moment I needed it most. This was when I was 25, I failed at being an adult on my very first try. I had quitted my previous job but had no new one. But when my mother paid me a visit, I put on a good show, telling her I had started my own company.
  My mother knew that I was trying hard and failing at that time. It wasn􀆳t until after she left that I noticed at the foot of my bed an envelope thick with cash. She knew how desperately I needed it. She knew that had she just shown up with groceries, or offered to pay my rent, she would have made me feel much worse. The cold, hard cash meant she was helping me. And, funnily enough, the distance with which she gave the gift felt like she was giving me space to fix my life and preserve my dignity. My mother and father both did the same thing. One was giving me the means to make my own decisions, and the other was giving me a second chance when those decisions had cost me dearly.
1.What can we learn about the author from the first two paragraphs?
A.His family never celebrated Christmas happily.
B.His father gave the author chances to make decisions.
C.His best memories about Christmas were in the 1960s.
D.He used to choose books as his father􀆳s gift on Christmas.
2.What does the underlined word “it” in Paragraph 2 refer to?
A.Money offered by his father.
B.Father􀆳s generosity with money.
C.The importance of Christmas.
D.The means of spending money.
3.When he was 25 years old, the author 　　　　. 
A.planned to open his own company
B.became interested in shows
C.gave his mother a gift
D.was out of work
4.Which word can best describe the author􀆳s mother?
A.Sensitive.	B.Optimistic.
C.Considerate.	D.Determined.
　　语篇导读 作者的父母给作者准备了不同的圣诞节礼物。作者的父亲教会作者做决定的方法,而母亲在作者损失惨重时帮助他。
　　答案与解析
1.B　推断题。根据文章前两段内容可知,圣诞节时作者的父亲不是直接给他买礼物,而是给他一些钱,让他学会做决定,买自己需要的东西。
2.A　细节题。根据上下文可知,父亲会在圣诞节前给作者20美元,虽然当时20美元是一笔不小的钱,但作者不这么想,他认为父亲相信他会理智地花钱。由此可知这里的it指的是父亲给作者的钱。
3.D　细节题。根据第3段第2、3句可知,作者25岁时失业了。
4.C　推断题。根据最后一段内容可推断出作者的母亲很体贴。
Passage 2
Natalie Trayling is a famous street artist in Melbourne. At first, those who happened to pass by her and spare some change didn􀆳t even realize what the musical genius was playing. The emotional tune was not only masterfully played but also composed by Natalie herself when she was only 14.Gradually, as long as she appears, people will stop, absorbed in her music.Her music makes you think about calmness, the good things in life, and never giving up.
But what people do not know is that behind the beautiful music of the old woman, it is full of bitterness. At the age of 12, she won a music scholarship at Santa Maria College. At 15 she knocked back a scholarship to the Royal Academy of Music in London because her parents couldn􀆳t pay non-tuition costs. When she left school, she taught piano at Santa Maria.Later she met her husband, Denis. They had four children, but two of them died.In 1984, Denis asked for a divorce. Natalie􀆳s son, Nathan, was given medication for depression. Natalie lived either outdoors in Royal Park or in boarding houses for nine years. In late 2003 Natalie collapsed because of anaemia(贫血) and was hospitalized for six months. 
For half a century, Natalie has been teased by fate. But even so, she never gave up her love for music.When asked why music was so important to her, she said, “Music is everything. I do feel part of it. The whole world is music.”
When Natalie went on the Internet, she became a sign of Melbourne. People are impressed by her persistence in dreams and the optimism of life. Now she is no longer wandering around.She can play the piano at any time, but as long as the weather is good, she will walk to the streets of Melbourne, and play a touching melody for the rush of the city.
1.Why is Natalie􀆳s music so touching to the passers-by?
A.It is full of bitterness.
B.She composed it herself.
C.It􀆳s a reflection of her own life.
D.It reminds them of the beauty of life.
2.Which of the following can replace the underlined words “knocked back” in Paragraph 2?
A.Gave up.	B.Obtained.
C.Was awarded.	D.Accepted.
3.What does the author try to tell us?
A.Where there􀆳s a will, there􀆳s a way.
B.Natalie is a musical genius.
C.Life is not easy for everyone.
D.Natalie has a strong and brave heart.
　　语篇导读 本文介绍了澳大利亚墨尔本的一位街头艺术家Natalie Trayling。虽然经历苦难岁月,她却从未放弃对音乐的热爱,听过她演奏的人们无一不被老人的音乐所折服。
　　答案与解析
1.D　细节题。根据第1段最后两句可知,路人听到Natalie演奏时都会停下脚步,因为Natalie的音乐能够让人沉静下来,思考生命中那些美好的事物。
2.A　词义推断题。根据语境可知,15岁时,Natalie拒绝了伦敦皇家音乐学院的奖学金,因为她的父母负担不起其他费用。
3.D　推断题。根据最后一段可知,Natalie在网上走红后,一下子成了墨尔本的标志。人们被她对梦想的执着和对生活的乐观精神所打动。所以作者想通过本文向我们介绍墨尔本坚强、勇敢的街头艺术家Natalie。
Passage 3
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(题源:《卫报》)China has entered the cinematic space race. The Wandering Earth, the country􀆳s first blockbuster science fiction film, is on track to be one of the highest-grossing (票房最高的) films in China􀆳s history. The film has brought in more than 2 billion yuan in the six days since its release on February 5.
The Wandering Earth is based on the work of Liu Cixin, the author of The Three-Body Problem series and the first Chinese author to win a Hugo Award.
“The Wandering Earth fills the gap in Chinese science fiction movies. It means that China􀆳s science fiction movies have officially set sail,” one fan of the film wrote on the review site Douban. The film is seen by some as the dawn of Chinese science fiction film—a genre that has long been led by Hollywood.
Frant Gwo, the director of The Wandering Earth, said, “2019 could be remembered as year zero of Chinese science-fiction blockbusters. It is not just about one successful movie but about multiple films.”
Critics of the film have pointed out the plot holes and the one-dimensional female characters—something The Wandering Earth shares with its Hollywood peers.
In response to plot criticisms about the necessity of ejecting Earth from the solar system, Liu said, “Of course we don􀆳t need to escape soon. That􀆳s why it􀆳s a movie instead of a real-life crisis.”
1.The Wandering Earth has become China􀆳s 　　　　. 
A.highest-grossing film
B.only science fiction film
C.first blockbuster science fiction film
D.first science fiction film to win an award
2.What is the fan􀆳s attitude towards the film according to Paragraph 3?
A.Doubtful.	B.Negative.
C.Praiseful.	D.Uncaring.
3.Which aspect do the critics think is a shortcoming of the film?
A.The theory.	B.The ending.
C.The special effects.	D.The plot holes.
　　语篇导读 文章主要介绍了《流浪地球》这部票房很高的科幻电影,以及人们对它的评价和看法。
　　答案与解析
1.C　细节题。根据第1段第2句可知,《流浪地球》是中国第一部轰动一时的科幻电影。
2.C　推断题。根据第3段内容可知,影迷认为《流浪地球》填补了中国科幻电影的空白,它意味着中国的科幻电影已经正式起航。由此可推知,影迷觉得这部电影值得赞扬。
3.D　细节题。根据倒数第2段中的Critics of the film have pointed out the plot holes可知,评论家们认为这部电影的缺点是有情节漏洞。

高考话题6　人 与 自 我
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Passage 1
Does size matter? When it comes to your social media followers, the answer is absolutely “no”.
That􀆳s one of the conclusions of a groundbreaking study led by Omri Gillath, a professor at the University of Kansas. The study was published recently in the Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin.
He and his colleagues examined attachment style, which is basically how people behave in relationships. They looked at both the real-life social circles of their participants and their social media circles. And they focused on several personality characteristics, including anxiety and avoidance, and how those behaviors affect tie strength, that is how close you are to the people in your network, which means how many activities and functions you do with those people.
 “If you􀆳re high on attachment avoidance, you tend not to trust others—downplaying(低估) the importance of emotions and relationships,” Gillath said. “On the contrary, if you􀆳re high on attachment anxiety, you􀆳re very concerned with rejection and abandonment and tend to be affected by emotions.”
They are all interesting findings for sure, but they are also pretty obvious. But don􀆳t worry: The researchers didn􀆳t stop there. They also asked participants to identify the number of their social media followers, and they discovered something they didn􀆳t expect.
“We found the more friends you have in your network, the lower your tie strength is, and multiplexity-size weakens the quality of your networks􀆳 ties,” Gillath said.
“There are many things that can be bad about social networks.” Gillath said.“However, if you􀆳re using your social networks for fulfilling or serving your attachment needs—such as a secure base—that􀆳s likely to result in positive outcomes.”
So while you might be in an unspoken race to gather more followers than your fellows, it turns out that your plentiful friend list means you􀆳ve got some work to do in the relationship department. It􀆳s about quality, not quantity.
1.What is talked about in Paragraph 3?
A.The process of the research.
B.The research contents.
C.Several personality characteristics.
D.Different attachment styles.
2.What is the finding of the study?
A.The number of good friends doesn􀆳t matter in our life.
B.Social networks have obvious bad effects on people.
C.True friends are not necessarily social media followers.
D.Having too many social media friends will lower our tie strength.
3.What is the characteristic of people with high attachment anxiety?
A.They can hardly earn others􀆳 trust.
B.They are not popular in social networks.
C.They worry about being rejected by friends.
D.They take an active part in various activities.
4.Which of the following can show the author􀆳s opinion?
A.People can be judged through the friends they make.
B.Having more friends means having more work to do.
C.The more friends you have, the better you􀆳ll become.
D.Quality is better than quantity when it comes to friends.
　　语篇导读 研究表明人们在社交媒体上朋友的数量和朋友之间的亲密程度之间不成正比,即朋友多并不表明你和他们之间关系密切。
　　答案与解析
1.B　主旨题。第3段主要介绍了研究人员对参与者在现实生活和社交媒体中的依恋类型,以及关系强度的研究,也就是介绍了研究的内容。
2.D　细节题。根据倒数第3段内容可知,研究发现,社交网络中朋友的数量越多,人们之间关系的密切程度就越低。
3.C　细节题。根据第4段最后一句可知,依恋焦虑度高的人往往担心被拒绝或抛弃。
4.D　推断题。根据文章最后一段最后一句可知,作者认为交朋友时,质量胜过数量。
Passage 2
Taking a break during the work day is important but how often do we actually make the time to do it? For most, an eight-hour workday just doesn􀆳t seem like enough and we end up sacrificing moments of peace to make room for more moments of productivity, but according to a new study, skipping that lunch break could actually be hurting your performance.
Taking time away from work to enjoy a short walk or a few minutes of mindful meditation (冥想) throughout the day can actually have positive effects on your end of day concentration and help you feel less tired after work. Scientists tasked workers in intellectually demanding fields—education, engineering and finance—with taking a short 15-minute walk or doing 15 minutes of mindful meditation during their lunch breaks every day for two weeks. The participants were asked to report how they were feeling near the end of the day during, before and after the study. They also filled out a short questionnaire every night, asking how much they enjoyed their lunch break, and whether they were able to detach (使分离) from work during it or not.
The result is that those who took a break to walk or mindfully relax were significantly less stressed and able to perform better at the end of the work day than those who took regular lunch breaks or no breaks at all. Mindful relaxation in particular helped people feel less anxious at the end of the day. According to the study, walks in nature can lead to “attention return” and mindful relaxation can increase our positive emotions, relieve stress, and improve focus. 
So the next time you think you should skip your lunch break, take a breath and consider giving yourself a moment of peace. It might just make you a more productive employee. 
1.Why do people skip the lunch break according to the passage?
A.They want to get some work done.
B.They hope to make time for other entertainments.
C.They decide to reach the goal of losing weight. 
D.They are bent on earning more money for family.
2.What do scientists ask the participants do?
 A.To report their feelings every now and then.
 B.To take regular lunch breaks for two weeks. 
 C.To finish a short questionnaire every night.
 D.To get away from work for an hour daily.
3.What does the study suggest doing during the lunch breaks?
 A.Returning to work quickly after the lunch.
 B.Taking a walk or doing mindful relaxation. 
 C.Having a short rest after the lunch regularly.
 D.Enjoying a good sleep often without the lunch.
4.What does the passage mainly talk about?
 A.One thing you are not doing that improves your productivity. 
 B.Taking workday break activities makes you more productive.
 C.Facing workday challenges by taking a walk after lunch break.
 D.Making your day with mindful relaxation instead of lunch break. 
　　语篇导读 研究表明,午休时间散步或者冥想几分钟可以提高工作效率。
　　答案与解析
1.A　推断题。根据第1段的第2句可知,大多数人认为一个工作日八小时的工作时间不够,因此他们会牺牲休息时间去工作。
2.C　细节题。根据第2段最后一句可知,参加者每晚都必须填写一份问卷。
3.B　推断题。根据第3段第1句可知,利用午休时间散步或者冥想几分钟的人比那些定期午休或者不午休的人表现得更好。
4.B　主旨题。通读全文可知,本文主要讲述的是利用午休时间散步或者冥想几分钟可以提高工作效率。
Passage 3
As a senior high school student, my future is always on my mind.To be exact, thoughts of the future have kept me up at night and made me worry enough to do poorly on more than one test. Because of this, words of wisdom are a source of comfort. Steve Jobs gave a speech to Stanford􀆳s graduating class in 2005 and his words resound repeatedly in my mind whenever I think about my future.
It started when I became a junior, when college came into view. It􀆳s the first big step to your own life. So when Jobs discussed his life as a student, some fears were eased.He also felt the need to attend college to make something of himself. He faced what many are extremely afraid of: uncertainty. His lack of understanding caused him to stop attending college and focus on what he felt was important. His story had a happy ending, of course, since everything turned out well.
Jobs talked about the hardships in his work. He quoted the saying “Stay hungry, stay foolish” and it has become my motto. Staying foolish is realizing that you are still a fool, no matter how much you􀆳ve learned or experienced.There is always more to explore. Staying hungry is wanting to find those things about which you are still uneducated.
Steve Jobs􀆳 level of success is possible to achieve, and I aim to prove that. With the willpower to go into the world living every day like my last and allowing the future to take care of itself, I will do great things. In the last moments of my life, I􀆳ll be proud of what I have done and hope to have all the wisdom a person could wish for.
1.The author felt worried when 　　　　. 
A.he thought about his future
B.he had to take tests at school
C.he had lots of sleepless nights
D.he searched for words of wisdom
2.What is suggested in Paragraphs 1 and 2?
A.The author is a college student.
B.The author cares much about his future.
C.Steve Jobs failed because of his decision.
D.Steve Jobs􀆳 words had no effect on the author.
3.What did the author gain from Jobs􀆳 speech?
A.Courage to drop out of school.
B.Bravery to face uncertainties.
C.Interest in computer industry.
D.Confidence in defeating Jobs.
4.The passage is mainly about 　　　　. 
A.an experience of making a speech
B.a memorable meeting with Jobs
C.the wisdom drawn from a speech
D.the most impressive quotation in life
　　语篇导读 作者由于担心自己的未来而睡不着,后来作者听了乔布斯的演讲,他在演讲中讲述了自己艰苦的经历,作者领悟到要勇敢地面对不确定性,以乔布斯为目标,努力奋斗。
　　答案与解析
1.A　细节题。根据第1段前两句可知,作者想起自己的未来就睡不着。
2.B　推断题。根据第1段内容以及第2段列举乔布斯的故事可知,作者非常关心自己的未来。
3.B　推断题。根据第1段最后一句以及第2段中的“He faced what many are extremely afraid of: uncertainty.”可知,作者从乔布斯的演讲中得到的启示是要勇敢地面对不确定性。
4.C　主旨题。通读全文可知,本文讲述了开始作者很担心自己的未来,后来听了乔布斯的演讲之后受益颇多。
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Passage 1
(2019·天津卷,D篇) Would you BET on the future of this man?He is 53 years old.Most of his adult life has been a losing struggle against debt and misfortune. A war injury has made his left hand stop functioning, and he has often been in prison. Driven by heaven-knows-what motives, he determines to write a book.
The book turns out to be one that has appealed to the world for more than 350 years. That former prisoner was Cervantes, and the book was Don Quixote(《堂吉诃德》). And the story poses an interesting question: why do some people discover new vitality and creativity to the end of their days, while others go to seed long before?
We􀆳ve all known people who run out of steam before they reach life􀆳s halfway mark. I􀆳m not talking about those who fail to get to the top. We can􀆳t all get there. I􀆳m talking about people who have stopped learning on growing because they have adopted the fixed attitudes and opinions that all too often come with passing years. 
Most of us, in fact, progressively narrow the variety of our lives. We succeed in our field of specialization and then become trapped in it. Nothing surprises us. We lose our sense of wonder. But, if we are willing to learn, the opportunities are everywhere.
The things we learn in maturity seldom involve information and skills. We learn to bear with the things we can􀆳t change. We learn to avoid self-pity. We learn that however much we try to please, some people are never going to love us—an idea that troubles at first but is eventually relaxing.
With high motivation and enthusiasm, we can keep on learning. Then we will know how important it is to have meaning in our life. However, we can achieve meaning only if we have made a commitment to something larger than our own little egos (自我), whether to loved ones, to fellow humans, to work, or to some moral concept.
Many of us equate(视……等同于) “commitment” with such “caring” occupations as teaching and nursing. But doing any ordinary job as well as one can is in itself an admirable commitment. People who work toward such excellence—whether they are driving a truck, or running a store—make the world better just by being the kind of people they are. They􀆳ve learned life􀆳s most valuable lesson.
1.The passage starts with the story of Cervantes to show that　　　　. 
A.loss of freedom stimulates one􀆳s creativity
B.age is not a barrier to achieving one􀆳s goal
C.misery inspires a man to fight against his fate
D.disability cannot stop a man􀆳s pursuit of success
2.What does the underlined part in Paragraph 3 probably mean?
A.End one􀆳s struggle for liberty.
B.Waste one􀆳s energy taking risks.
C.Miss the opportunity to succeed.
D.Lose the interest to continue learning.
3.What could be inferred from Paragraph 4?
A.Opportunity favors those with a curious mind.
B.Opportunity awaits those with a cautious mind.
C.Those who tend to think back can hardly go ahead.
D.Those who dare to try often get themselves trapped.
4.What does the author intend to tell us in Paragraph 5?
A.A tough man can tolerate suffering.
B.A wise man can live without self-pity.
C.A man should try to satisfy people around him.
D.A man should learn suitable ways to deal with life.
　　语篇导读 成功需要不断的学习,这样的生活才会有意义。
　　答案与解析
1.B　推断题。第1段讲述塞万提斯负债累累,因为战争左手残疾,还经常身陷囹圄,在53岁的时候决定写书,最终写出成名作《堂吉诃德》。由此可推断出所有的困境都没能阻挡他去实现他的目标,包括年龄。
2.D　词义推断题。根据第3段内容可知,作者谈论的不是那些没有到达巅峰的人,而是那些不再学习成长的人。因此可推断出,画线部分意为“失去继续学习的兴趣”。
3.A　推断题。根据第4段中的“We lose our sense of wonder. But, if we are willing to learn, the opportunities are everywhere.”可知,我们失去了好奇感,但是如果我们愿意学习,机会无处不在。由此可以推断出,机会总是留给那些有好奇心的人。
4.D　推断题。根据第5段内容可知,我们学会承受那些无法改变的事情,学会避免自怜,也明白无论我们怎么去取悦别人,有些人是永远不会喜欢我们的。由此可以推断出,作者在本段告诉我们:人要学会使用恰当的方式来对待生活。
Passage 2
Dear 17-year-old self,
When your dream comes true tomorrow, you need to figure out a way to invest in the future of your family. This sounds simple, and you may think it􀆳s a no-brainer, but take some time to think on it further.
I said INVEST.
I did not say GIVE.
Let me explain.
Purely giving material things to your siblings(兄弟姐妹) may appear to be a right decision. So you buy them a car, buy them a big house, and pay all of their bills. You want them to live a beautiful, comfortable life, right?
But the day will come when you realize that as much as you believed you were doing the right thing, you were actually holding them back.
You will come to understand that you were taking care of them because it made YOU feel good, it made YOU happy to see them smiling—and that was extremely selfish of you. While you were feeling satisfied with yourself, you were slowly eating away at their own dreams and ambitions. You were adding material things to their lives, but subtracting the most precious gifts of all. 
Invest in their future, don􀆳t just give.
Use your success, wealth and influence to put them in the best position to realize their own dreams and find their true purposes. Put them through school, set them up with job interviews and help them become leaders in their own right. Hold them to the same level of hard work and dedication that it took for you to get to where you are now, and where you will eventually go.
I􀆳m writing to you now so that you can begin this process immediately, and so that you don􀆳t have to deal with the hurt and struggle of weaning(断绝) them off. That addiction only leads to anger, hatred and jealousy from everybody involved, including yourself.
As time goes on, you will see them grow independently and have their own ambitions and their own lives, and your relationship with all of them will be much better as a result.
Trust me, setting things up right from the beginning will avoid a ton of tears and headache, some of which remains to this day.
Much love,
Myself
1.What might be the best title of the letter?
A.For My Older Self
B.To My Beloved Son
C.To My Younger Self
D.For My Dear Family
2.What may be the underlined part “the most precious gifts of all” in the passage?
A.Wealth and health.
B.Love and dedication.
C.Success and leadership.
D.Independence and growth.
3.What can we infer from this letter?
A.The author will stop offering his siblings help in the future.
B.The author didn􀆳t think it a good fortune to become successful early.
C.The author intends to remind others to care too much about materials.
D.The author was once troubled by the relationship between him and his family.
　　语篇导读 本文是作者写给年轻时的自己的一封信,讲述了如何处理自己与家人之间的关系。
　　答案与解析
1.C　主旨题。通读全文可知,本文是作者写给年轻时的自己的一封信,作者曾被自己和家人之间的关系所困扰,这封信是告诉年轻时的自己要如何处理与家人之间的关系。
2.D　推断题。根据上文可知,虽然你给你的兄弟姐妹买房、买车,满足了他们物质上的需求,但是你正在蚕食他们的梦想和抱负。也就是说,虽然你给他们的生活增添了物质上的东西,却阻碍了他们的独立和成长。所以画线词指的是“独立和成长”。
3.D　推断题。根据最后一段内容可知,作者和家人在相处方面有一些令人伤心和头痛的事一直持续到今天。由此可知,作者曾被自己和家人之间的关系所困扰。
Passage 3
(2019·长春模拟)Fei-Fei Li arrived in the US from China at age 16 with many big dreams. And it took many unusual jobs to help her achieve them. Luckily, she was smart and extremely driven. And today, she􀆳s the director of Stanford University􀆳s artificial intelligence lab.
“As one of the leaders in the world for AI, I feel much excitement and responsibility to create the most awesome and excellent technology for society and to educate the most awesome and excellent technologists—that􀆳s my calling.” Li said.
She is also a loyal advocate for diversity in the tech industry.
“I see extremely talented Stanford PhD students struggling with their visas and I find it unthinkable that we create so many barriers for the talents of the world,” Li said. While Li was in college at Princeton, she borrowed money from friends and even her high school math teacher to run a dry-cleaning business for her parents in order to help them get by. Li attended classes during the weekdays and worked at the business on the weekends. Then, when Li was in graduate school, her mom developed cancer and had a stroke (中风). It was difficult to keep moving ahead while all of this was happening. “The real existential challenge is to live up to your fullest potential, live up to your sense of responsibility and to be honest to yourself about your dreams while doing it,” she said.
Li was named a Great Immigrant of 2016 by the Carnegie Corporation, the nation􀆳s oldest grant making foundation which honors roughly 40 naturalized US citizens each year. Her graduate studies were supported by the Paul & Daisy Soros Fellowships for New Americans.
1.What do we know about Fei-Fei Li according to Paragraph 1?
A.She was born in the United States of America.
B.She worked very hard because she was not gifted.
C.She has made many of her dreams come true.
D.She􀆳s now doing researches on AI in China.
2.What does the underlined word “calling” in Paragraph 2 refer to?
A.Interest in technology. 
B.Desire to help.
C.Creativity in science. 
D.Sense of duty.
3.What was Fei-Fei Li􀆳s life like before she graduated from university?
A.She had been struggling with her visa.
B.Both her parents suffered from illness.
C.Her family was faced with a tight budget.
D.It was difficult for her to attend classes.
4.Fei-Fei Li has achieved success because 　　　　. 
A.she was lucky enough to borrow money from others
B.an American foundation gave her support
C.the Carnegie Corporation named her a Great Immigrant
D.her awareness of her duty and goals made a difference
　　语篇导读 本文介绍了李菲菲来到美国后,通过自己的努力克服困难,最终取得成功的故事。
　　答案与解析
1.C　推断题。根据第1段的前两句可知,李菲菲16岁时带着许多梦想从中国来到了美国。她通过做许多不同寻常的工作实现了这些梦想。
2.D　词义推断题。根据第2段第1句中的I feel much excitement and responsibility to...可知,李菲菲觉得她有责任为社会创造出最优秀的技术,并培养出最卓越的技术人才。
3.C　推断题。根据倒数第2段中的“While Li was in college at Princeton, she borrowed money from friends and even her high school math teacher to run a dry-cleaning business for her parents in order to help them get by.”可知,李菲菲在读书时,曾经借钱帮父母经营干洗店。由此推断出,那时李菲菲的家庭经济困难。
4.D　推断题。根据第4段中的The real existential challenge is to live up to your fullest potential, live up to your sense of responsibility and to be honest to yourself about your dreams while doing it可推断出,强烈的责任感和设立明确的目标,努力克服困难是李菲菲最终成功的原因。
高考话题7　历史与人物
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Passage 1
Bob Wallace was 25 minutes from home in Tennessee, on a cold December night in 2015 when he got a cell phone call from his mother. “The mountain is on fire,” she screamed, “and Brian􀆳s up there!”
Wallace􀆳s family owned a dozen rental cabins (小屋) on Shields Mountain, and Wallace􀆳s friend and fellow rental-cabin owner, Brian McGee, aged 56, was up there trying to put the fire out by himself. Wallace, 32, lived on the mountain too.
Wallace turned around and headed for a dirt road.He made it about halfway up the steep, winding path before his front-wheel-drive car gave up. He called McGee, who drove down in his pickup so they could fight the fire together.
They headed first to their rental cabins. “We wanted to make sure our guests were gone. And they were gone,” says Wallace. At that point, he had a choice: try to save his cabins or rescue people renting other cabins nearby. “On the mountain, there are not many locals. They􀆳re mostly tourists who don􀆳t know their way around,” he says.
Over the next two hours, the two friends drove through the smoky mountain, knocking on doors and leading people to safety. “I know that mountain so well,” Wallace says. “I could drive and know exactly where I am.” Thanks to their brave and immediate action, the two helped fourteen people out of danger.
Fourteen people died that night in Sevier County. But the fire didn􀆳t take away a single life on Shields Mountain. And though his home and business were destroyed, Wallace remains calm. “I wasn􀆳t worried about my loss, when I saw those families trapped on the mountain,” he says. “I knew I was gonna help them.”
1.Where was Wallace when the fire broke out?
A.On the way to visit his mother. 
B.Away from his home.
C.On the way to the cabins. 
D.On a dirt road.
2.Which of the following does the author disagree with?
A.Wallace􀆳s car broke down halfway.
B.Wallace was picked up by McGee on the path.
C.McGee tried to put the fire out by himself.
D.They hadn􀆳t planned to save their guests first.
3.Why could the two friends rescue the people?
A.They gave up their own cabins.
B.They turned to locals for help.
C.Wallace was familiar with locals.
D.They put out the fire before it spread.
4.Which of the following can best describe Wallace?
A.Satisfied. 	B.Intelligent.
C.Wise. 	D.Selfless.
　　语篇导读 本文主要介绍了一个无私的人——华莱士,他为了挽救他人的生命不惜牺牲自己的家和生意。
　　答案与解析
1.B　细节题。根据第1段内容和第3段第1句可知,火灾发生时他开着车离开了家,接到母亲的电话后他马上掉头, 沿着一条泥土路朝家里开去。
2.D　推断题。根据第4段中华莱士说的话可知,他们一到小木屋就想要确保客人都走了,所以他们是打算先救客人的。
3.A　推断题。根据第4段和第5段的内容可知,他们放弃了自己的小木屋,立即采取行动,从而帮助14人脱险。
4.D　推断题。根据最后一段可知,华莱士为了挽救他人的生命,不惜牺牲自己的家和生意,由此可推断出他是一个无私的人。
Passage 2
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America􀆳s latest superhero Austin Perine,who calls himself President Austin,is now taking the country by storm. But he is not a typical superhero. Two things set him apart: He doesn􀆳t fight human enemies,but hunger and homelessness. Also,he􀆳s only four years old.
Our superhero􀆳s origin story started from the day when TJ Perine,his father,took Austin to the Firehouse Ministries,a local shelter that provides housing,food and other services for the homeless. As they drove by the building,they saw a group of 25 homeless men standing on the street corner. That day,Austin used his allowance to buy each man a sandwich and handed the food out himself with his slogan,“Don􀆳t forget to show love!”
After he returned every week for five weeks in a row,word of Austin􀆳s kindness spread through social media.Austin and TJ could feed 25 to 50 people at a time before,and now,thanks to community support,they can feed 800 to 2,000 people.
But Austin isn􀆳t merely filling stomachs. He has been improving the lives of the homeless people he meets. On that first trip to Firehouse Ministries,TJ and Austin talked to a poor man named Raymont. The respect Austin showed for him touched 41-year-old Raymont,who regained his confidence in life and finally found a job with the help of TJ. All was made possible because a little boy took the time to care.
Austin􀆳s passion has become his family􀆳s calling. After raising money through a GoFundMe page,Audrey,TJ􀆳s mother established the nonprofit Show Love Foundation,dedicated to fighting homelessness. She now serves as president,and TJ oversees public relations for the foundation full time. They offer medical and mental health care as preventive steps against homelessness.
As for President Austin,he continues to give out food,smiles,and his inspirational message of love. “It makes me feel like I􀆳m saving the day,” he said proudly.
1.Why has Austin become well-known to the entire country?
A.He has chosen an impressive and unique name.
B.He has removed the poverty of the local community.
C.He fights against hunger and homelessness at a young age.
D.He has super power to fill the stomachs of the homeless.
2.Why does the author introduce the example of Raymont in Paragraph 4?
A.To describe the situation of people.
B.To show Austin􀆳s positive influence.
C.To persuade people to live on their own.
D.To prove the personal ability of Austin􀆳s father.
3.Which of the following can replace the underlined word “dedicated” in Paragraph 5?
A.Exposed.	B.Opposed.
C.Devoted.	D.Addicted.
4.What is the author􀆳s attitude towards what Austin does?
A.Approving.	B.Opposing.
C.Sympathetic.	D.Considerate.
　　语篇导读 4岁的美国男孩Austin成了美国的超级英雄,这是因为他努力帮助无家可归的人,并鼓励他们积极面对生活。他的善意给那些无家可归的人带来了积极的影响。
　　答案与解析
1.C　细节题。根据第1段最后两句可知,Austin变得有名是因为他小小年纪就开始帮助那些无家可归的人。
2.B　推断题。根据第4段前两句可知,Austin不仅帮助无家可归的人填饱肚子,还努力改善他们的生活。接下来列举Raymont的例子正是为了说明他的善意给无家可归的人带来的积极影响。
3.C　词义推断题。根据画线词前面半句After raising money through a GoFundMe page,Audrey,TJ􀆳s mother established the nonprofit Show Love Foundation可知,受到Austin 的影响,Audrey也创立了一个公益组织Show Love Foundation,致力于帮助无家可归的人。故该词意为“致力”,与devoted同义。
4.A　推断题。通读全文可知,Austin努力为无家可归的人提供食物并鼓励他们积极面对生活,他的善意给那些无家可归的人带来了积极的影响。所以作者支持Austin的行为。
Passage 3
When Gabe Adams, now 19, was born in Brazil, none of his limbs grew at all. Adopted by Janelle and Ron Adams, Gabe was brought to the US as a baby. Ron said, “The biggest concern as a parent obviously was how we raise a son with no arms, no legs, to be independent. We worked hard to help him overcome different challenges.”
At school Gabe tried out for the dance team as a way of making friends—discovering he could use his limbless body to his advantage in the art of break dancing. He said, “When you are sitting in a wheelchair all day, it gets pretty boring. I needed a class where I could get out of the wheelchair and just be myself and have fun, so I took a dance class that I had a friend in.
I was just standing there in front of the judges and then I saw girls do the spins. I thought, ‘I can do that.’So I did the spins. But the next day I heard two girls talking behind me, ‘They are only gonna put him on the stage because he is handicapped.’ I ran to the dance coach and she said,‘I would not put you or anybody else on the team because I felt sorry for them.’ And that was just a huge opening moment for me.”
Since becoming a part of his high school dance team, Gabe has gone on to compete in a dance competition, placing second and even appeared on the Maury Show in the US. And as his confidence as a dancer has grown, Gabe has started pursuing a career as a motivational speaker.
“I hated my parents for making me go through all that hard work, but now I look at them and celebrate that they pushed me to be independent and be the person that they knew I could be,” Gabe said.
1.What does the underlined word “limbs” in Paragraph 1 mean?
A.Parents of a little baby.
B.Arms or legs of a person.
C.Large branches of a tree.
D.Height and weight of a baby.
2.What can we infer from what the dance coach said?
A.She sympathizes with Gabe Adams.
B.She hates speaking ill behind the back.
C.Gabe Adams spins better than other girls.
D.Gabe Adams deserves being on the team.
3.What contributed to Gabe Adams􀆳 success in his opinion?
A.Guidance from the coach.
B.Pressure from his parents.
C.His hatred for his parents.
D.His unique talent for dance.
　　语篇导读 本文讲述了一位成功的舞蹈演员和励志演说家,同时也是残疾人——Gabe Adams身残志坚的成功故事。
　　答案与解析
1.B　词义推断题。根据第1段第3句可知,Ron担心的是怎样才能培养一个没有手臂和双腿的孩子的独立性。由此可知,Gabe Adams的“四肢”没有长出来。
2.D　推断题。根据第3段教练说的话I would not put you or anybody else on the team because I felt sorry for them可知,她不会因为同情任何人,就让他进入舞蹈队。由此可知,她认为Gabe Adams能进入舞蹈队是凭借自己的实力。
3.B　推断题。根据最后一段可知,过去Gabe Adams恨父母把自己逼得太紧,现在回过头来看,他庆幸父母逼迫自己独立,从而成就了现在的自己。
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Passage 1
One new discovery after another has been over and over again plunging a hard-to-accept idea into scientists􀆳 minds: there might have been an even more advanced super prehistoric civilization in the remote past.
Discovery One: Kept in Topkapi Palace, Istanbul, Turkey is a unique ancient map, which was first discovered in the 18th century. On the map, only the Mediterranean(地中海) area is accurately mapped while other places, such as America and Africa, are well out of shape. When studying in a deeper way, however, the scientists were amazed at finding the ancient map was actually a bird􀆳s-eye map(鸟瞰图). Compared with the pictures of the earth taken by the Apollo 8 spacecraft, the Turkey map is exactly the repeat of them and the deformable(可变形的) boundaries of America and Africa agree well with those of pictures taken by the Apollo 8. To scientists􀆳 astonishment, the map even describes the complex landforms of the Antarctic covered with several-kilometer-thick ice, which is as like as two peas in a pod(一模一样) with the map made by the 1952 Antarctica expedition with the help of the sonic echo sounder(回声探测器). But the old map was made in the remote ancient times!
Discovery Two: On the Lake Titicaca Plateau of South America lies the ruin of an ancient city, at the centre of which stands a huge red sandstone statue. Printed on it is a complete star map with hundreds of signs. Through years of study, scientists finally decoded(破译) the map and signs. This is a star map describing the starry sky 27,000 years ago. The signs record the extremely deep astronomic knowledge, which is even beyond the modern people􀆳s understanding.
Discovery Three: In 1921, people happened to find an ancient Nied man􀆳s skull in Zambia, Africa.In the right of the skull there is an edge-smooth round hole, which scientists have decided only a bullet can make. But the ancient Nied people lived about 70,000 years ago, when mankind is supposed to have just learnt to use axes.
Was there really a prehistoric super civilization? God knows!
1.When was the Turkey map made?
A.In the 18th century. 
B.In the 20th century. 
C.In the 1850s. 
D.In the remote past.
2.What is the most important discovery of Discovery Two?
A.An ancient city. 
B.A huge statue. 
C.A star map. 
D.Lake Titicaca.
3.The hole in the ancient Nied man􀆳s skull suggests that the ancient Nied people 　　　　. 
A.were very cruel
B.could use axes skillfully
C.made much use of men􀆳s skulls
D.could make something like guns
4.The author uses the three discoveries to prove that 　　　　. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]A.there might be a super civilization in the remote past
B.the ancient civilization might come from outer space
C.God made everything, including the super civilization
D.ancient people were much cleverer than present people
　　语篇导读 本文主要介绍了科学家的几项发现,他们认为在远古时代可能存在着更加先进的超级文明。
　　答案与解析
1.D　细节题。根据第2段最后一句“But the old map was made in the remote ancient times!”可知,土耳其的这张地图绘制于遥远的古代。
2.C　推断题。根据第3段中的“Printed on it is a complete star map with hundreds of signs. Through years of study, scientists finally decoded the map and signs. This is a star map describing the starry sky 27,000 years ago.”可知,发现二中最重要的是一张星图。
3.D　推断题。根据第4段中的“In the right of the skull there is an edge-smooth round hole, which scientists have decided only a bullet can make.”可知,古尼德人头骨上的洞表明古尼德人能够制造出像枪一样的东西。
4.A　推断题。根据第1段中的there might have been an even more advanced super prehistoric civilization in the remote past可知,作者介绍三个发现就是为了证明在远古时代可能存在着更加先进的超级文明。
Passage 2
Leonardo da Vinci was born on April 15, 1452 in Italy. He is best known as an artist today. One of his famous paintings is called Mona Lisa.However, Leonardo has many other natural abilities. He is also a great inventor. Many of his inventions have become important in modern day life.
Although Leonardo hated war, he invented many different machines used for war. His most special invention was the machine gun, which was produced and used in war many years later.
By watching the way birds fly,Leonardo tried to find out the secret of flying. Among his sketches (素描) we can see several objects. We consider them as modern flying machines.
Leonardo spent many hours thinking about how to make good use of time. He developed ideas for labor-saving machines like cutting machines.
Leonardo was a strange man. He didn􀆳t eat any meat,which was very unusual in those times. He never published (发表) his ideas and scientific discoveries. He usually used mirror writing,which looks like writing in a mirror, starting from the right side of the page and moving to the left.
We have very little of his work today. Leonardo finished only a few of his paintings. He left many unfinished because he thought they were not perfect. No one in his life time knew how great Leonardo was. We now believe,however,that he was one of the cleverest men the world has ever known.
1.What was Leonardo􀆳s most special invention?
A.The mirror writing.
B.The cutting machine.
C.The machine gun.
D.The flying machine.
2.How can we know that Leonardo was strange?
A.He didn􀆳t eat any vegetables.
B.He usually used mirror writing.
C.He liked to publish his discoveries.
D.He enjoyed drawing flying machines.
3.Leonardo invented some machines to 　　　　. 
A.stop the war
B.help paint pictures
C.watch the birds
D.make good use of time
4.Which of the following can best describe Leonardo?
A.Humorous. 	B.Serious.
C.Clever. 	D.Lonely.
　　语篇导读 达·芬奇不但是位艺术家,而且是位科学家。
　　答案与解析
1.C　细节题。 根据第2段中的His most special invention was the machine gun可知正确答案。
2.B　细节题。 根据第5段内容可知,B项是他的怪习惯。
3.D　细节题。根据第4段内容可知,达·芬奇发明一些机器的目的是充分利用时间。
4.C　推断题。根据文章最后一句可知,达·芬奇非常聪明。
Passage 3
When Brighton Zeuner was about 6 years old, she started going to a local park to watch her older brother Jack skateboard. Brighton grew bored of watching. Her wish for a board of her own was satisfied that Christmas. Now Brighton has become one of the top females in the sport. “She􀆳s crazy,” her brother Jack says. “She can master a new trick every other day.” 
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Brighton was born in Scottsdale, Arizona. Her family moved to Encinitas, California when she was 9. She tried softball and ballet, but nothing stuck quite like skateboarding. Brighton􀆳s parents had a skate ramp built in their backyard so she could practise almost every day.
In 2015, at age 10, Brighton won the first place in Girls Combi tournament. She finished the first place at the 2015 Tim Brauch competition. In 2016, at age 11, she started skateboarding professionally. That meant she would have some fierce competitions. Brighton became the youngest female athlete to be invited to the X Games. She skated against women twice her age, and placed fourth. A few months later, she became the women􀆳s world champion at the first Vans Park Series World Championships.
Brighton said that when she first started skating, most skaters at her local skate park were boys. Now, it􀆳s packed with girls, many of whom can beat the boys. But that􀆳s no surprise to Brighton. “We would always tell her: You can do everything boys can do,” her father, Brandon Zeuner, said.
Brighton trains hard with two older female skaters. Brighton says they􀆳re like her big sisters because they support her and always push her to try new tricks. In August, the Olympic Committee announced that skateboarding will be added to the 2020 Tokyo Olympic Games. Brighton hopes to go. She knows it will take efforts to improve in the sport. “When I fall, I get back up and conquer the trick,” she says. “The trick doesn􀆳t conquer me. It􀆳s a mental game.”
1.What does the first paragraph say about Brighton?
A.California is her birthplace.
B.In Jack􀆳s opinion, she is a quick learner.
C.She enjoyed watching her brother skateboard.
D.She always practised skateboarding in a local park.
2.What did Brighton do in 2016?
A.She won the first place in all games.
B.She competed again in the X Games.
C.She started to take part in competitions.
D.She became a professional skateboarder.
3.What conclusion can we draw from Paragraph 4?
A.Girls are now no worse than boys at skating.
B.Brighton􀆳s father doesn􀆳t support her skating.
C.Girls􀆳 performance in skating shocks Brighton.
D.In Brighton􀆳s childhood, girls took a great interest in skating.
4.What can be inferred from the last paragraph?
A.Brighton is quite strong-willed.
B.Brighton􀆳s coaches are her own sisters.
C.Skateboarding has long been an Olympic event.
D.Brighton often urges her coaches to teach her new tricks.
　　语篇导读 布莱顿·扎伊娜是美国著名的滑板运动员,她参加了很多大赛并且斩获了不少大奖。
　　答案与解析
1.B　细节题。根据文章第1段中杰克所说的“She can master a new trick every other day.”可知,在杰克看来,布莱顿·扎伊娜学东西很快。
2.D　细节题。根据文章第3段中的“In 2016, at age 11, she started skateboarding professionally.”可知,布莱顿·扎伊娜在2016年成了职业滑板运动员。
3.A　推断题。根据文章第4段中的“Now, it􀆳s packed with girls, many of whom can beat the boys.”可以推断,现在女孩子的滑板水平不会比男孩子差。
4.A　推断题。根据文章最后一段中布莱顿·扎伊娜所说的“When I fall, I get back up and conquer the trick...The trick doesn􀆳t conquer me. It􀆳s a mental game.”可以推断出,布莱顿·扎伊娜是一个意志坚定的女孩。
高考话题8　奥 秘 探 索
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Passage 1
(题源:《科学美国人》)
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A black hole is created when a large star burns out. Like our sun, stars are unbelievably hot furnaces(熔炉) that burn their own matter as fuel. When most of the fuel is used up, the star begins to die.
The death of a star is not a quiet event. First there is a huge explosion. As its outer layer is blasted off into space, the dying star shines as brightly as a billion suns.
After the explosion, gravity pulls in what􀆳s left of the star. As the outside of the star sinks toward the center, the star gets smaller and smaller. The material the star is made of becomes tightly packed together. The star is so solid that a teaspoon of matter from it weighs billions of pounds.
The more the star shrinks(收缩), the stronger the gravity inside it becomes. Soon the star is very tiny, and the gravity pulling it in is unbelievably strong. In fact, the gravity is so strong that it even pulls light into the star! Since all the light is pulled in, none can go out. The star becomes black when there is no light. Then a black hole is born!
That􀆳s what we know about black holes. What we don􀆳t know is this: What happens inside a black hole after the star has been squeezed into a tiny ball? Does it keep getting smaller and smaller forever? Such a possibility is hard to imagine.
But if the black hole doesn􀆳t keep shrinking, what happens to it? Some scientists think black holes are like doorways to another world.They say that as the star disappears from our universe, it goes into another universe. In other words, a black hole in our universe could turn into a “white hole” in a different universe. As the black hole swallows(吞噬) light, the white hole shines brightly—somewhere else. But where? A different place, perhaps, or a different time—many years in the past or future.
Could you travel through a black hole? Right now, no. Nothing we know of could go into a black hole without being crushed(挤压). For the time being, black holes must remain a mystery.
Black holes are a mystery—but that hasn􀆳t stopped scientists from dreaming about them. One scientist suggested that in the future we might make use of the power of black holes. They would supply all of Earth􀆳s energy needs, with plenty to spare. Another scientist wondered if a black hole could someday be used to swallow earthly waste—a sort of huge waste disposal(处理) site in the sky!
1.When the star begins to die 　　　　. 
A.there is no fuel left in it 
B.a huge explosion will happen
C.its outer layer goes into space first 
D.it doesn􀆳t give off light any longer
2.Which of the following is unrelated to producing a black hole?
A.The light can􀆳t go out of the star.
B.The dying star shines very brightly.
C.The star becomes smaller and smaller.
D.The gravity inside the star is very strong.
3.What can we know about the black hole?
A.It can pull in everything we know of in the world.
B.It will appear at another place at a different time.
C.It continues becoming smaller and smaller all the time.
D.It goes into another universe and becomes a white hole.
4.What􀆳s the best title for this passage?
A.What Are Black Holes?
B.Travel Through A Black Hole
C.How Do Black Holes Swallow Light?
D.A New Scientific Discovery: Black Holes
　　语篇导读 本文主要讲述了黑洞是怎样形成的,以及科学家对它的种种猜想。
　　答案与解析
1.B　细节题。根据第2段中的“The death of a star is not a quiet event. First there is a huge explosion.”可知,当恒星开始死亡时,将会发生巨大的爆炸。
2.B　细节题。根据第2段内容可知,B项是黑洞形成前的现象,与黑洞形成无关。
3.A　推断题。根据第4段中的“In fact, the gravity is so strong that it even pulls light into the star!”可知,黑洞的引力如此强大,甚至可以把光吸进去。由此可以推断出黑洞可以把我们知道的任何东西都吸进去。
4.A　主旨题。通读全文可知,文章主要讲述了黑洞是怎样形成的,以及科学家对它的种种猜想。
Passage 2
(题源:《大西洋月刊》)Over the past 10 years, developments in technology have moved the dream of personal flying vehicles closer to reality. The British company Malloy Aeronautics has developed a model of its flying bicycle. The company says its Hoverbike will be a truly personal flying vehicle.
The company􀆳s marketing sales director Grant Stapleton says the Hoverbike is able to get in and out of small spaces very quickly and can be moved across continents very quickly because it can be folded and packed.
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Safety was the company􀆳s main concern when developing the Hoverbike. The designers solved this problem by using overlapping rotors(重叠旋翼) to power the vehicle. With adducted rotors(内转旋翼) the rider could immediately protect people and belongings if he were to hit them. If the rider ever were to crash into somebody or something, it􀆳s going to bring the flying vehicle out of the air. The company, is testing two models of the Hoverbike.
In New Zealand, the Martin Aircraft Company is also testing a full-size model of its personal flying device, called Jetpack. It can fly for more than 30 minutes, up to 1,000 meters high and reach a speed of 74 kilometers per hour.
Peter Coker, one officer from the company, says Jetpack is built around safety from the start. In his words, “Reliability(可靠性) is the most important part of it. We have safety built into the actual structure itself, very similar to a Formula One racing car.”
Jetpack uses a petrol-powered engine. It also has a parachute(降落伞) that can be used if there should be an emergency(突发事件). It opens at very low altitude(海拔) and actually saves both the flying vehicle and the pilot in an emergency.
Mr Coker says Jetpack will be ready for sale to the public. He adds it􀆳ll have a price of about $200,000.
1.What can we know about the Hoverbike according to the passage?
A.It is easy to carry. 
B.It is ready for sale. 
C.It is difficult to control.
D.It is popular in England.
2.What is Paragraph 3 mainly about?
A.How the Hoverbike flies. 
B.How the Hoverbike is powered. 
C.How models of the Hoverbike were tested.
D.How the designers solved the Hoverbike􀆳s problem of safety.
3.What does the underlined word “It” in Paragraph 6 refer to?
A.The vehicle. 
B.The parachute.
C.The petrol-powered engine. 
D.The overlapping rotor.
4.Peter Coker attaches great importance to Jetpack􀆳s 　　　　. 
A.safety	B.speed	C.market	D.power
　　语篇导读 一种个人飞行工具很快就会上市。
　　答案与解析
1.A　推断题。根据第2段内容可知,这种车可以折叠和打包,所以方便携带。
2.D　主旨题。根据第3段内容尤其是第1句“Safety was the company􀆳s main concern when developing the Hoverbike.”可知,本段主要讲述了设计师如何解决Hoverbike的安全性问题。
3.B　细节题。根据倒数第2段最后两句可知,Jetpack上也有降落伞,可以在紧急情况下使用,Jetpack上的降落伞在低海拔处也可以打开。所以it指的是上文提到的parachute。
4.A　细节题。根据第5段内容可知,Peter Coker非常重视Jetpack的安全性。
Passage 3
A warm drink of milk before bed has long been the best choice for those wanting a good night􀆳s sleep. But now a study has found it really does help people nod off—if it is milked from a cow at night.
Researchers have discovered that “night milk” contains more melatonin(褪黑激素), which has been proven to help people feel sleepy and reduce anxiety.
The study, by researchers from Seoul, South Korea, involved mice being fed with dried milk powder made from cows milked both during the day and at night.
Those given night milk, which contained 10 times the amount of melatonin, were less active and less anxious than those fed with the milk collected during daytime, according to the study published in The Journal of Medicinal Food.
Night milk quickened the start of sleep and caused the mice to sleep longer.
While the effect of cows milk harvested at different time has not been tested on humans up to now, taking melatonin drugs has been suggested to those who are struggling to fall asleep at night.
Previous studies have also indicated that milk can be excellent for helping sleep because of the calcium content, which helps people to relax.
Milk is also sugar-free and additive-free with nutritionists recommending skimmed milk as the best choice before bed as it is the least fattening. The more fat you take in before bedtime, the greater burden you will put on your body at night.
1.According to the passage, the mice fed with daytime milk　　　　. 
A.started sleep more easily 
B.were more anxious
C.were less active 
D.woke up later
2.Which of the following is TRUE of melatonin according to the passage?
A.It􀆳s been tested on mice for ten times.
B.It can make people more energetic.
C.It exists in milk in great amount.
D.It􀆳s used in sleeping drugs.
3.What can be a suitable title for the passage?
A.Night Milk and Sleep 
B.Fat, Sugar and Health
C.An Experiment on Mice 
D.Milk Drinking and Health
4.How does the author support the theme of the passage?
A.By giving examples. 
B.By stating arguments.
C.By explaining statistical data. 
 D.By providing research results.
　　语篇导读 本文是一篇研究报告。报告指出在夜间挤出来的牛奶中含有大量的褪黑激素,有助于睡眠。
　　答案与解析
1.B　推断题。根据第4段中的Those given night milk, which contained 10 times the amount of melatonin, were less active and less anxious than those fed with the milk collected during daytime可推知,饮用了在白天挤出来的牛奶的老鼠更焦虑。
2.D　推断题。根据第6段中的taking melatonin drugs has been suggested to those who are struggling to fall asleep at night可推知,褪黑激素被用在安眠药中。
3.A　主旨题。通读全文可知,本文围绕“Night Milk and Sleep”展开,告诉读者饮用在晚上挤出来的牛奶有助于睡眠。
4.D　推断题。通读全文,尤其是根据But now a study has found,Researchers have discovered that以及according to the study published in The Journal of Medicinal Food可知,作者是通过提供研究结果来支撑文章的主题的。
[image: ]
Passage 1
(题源:BBC)Israeli researchers say they􀆳ve created the world􀆳s first 3D printed heart using a patient􀆳s own cells. The lead researcher on the project was Tal Dvir. It was the first time that human cells had been used with 3D printing technology to successfully create a whole heart. Dvir added that the printed heart contains blood vessels which are needed to pump blood.
The development marks a step forward for 3D printing in the medical field.The technology has already expanded into many industries and has been developed to produce things like guns, cars and homes.
The researchers wrote that they took some fatty tissue from a patient. This material was then used to develop “ink” for the 3D printing process. First, the researchers created patches of tissue from the patient􀆳s own cells. Later, they used that same process to create a small version of a whole heart.
The goal, the researchers said, is to remedy heart disease. Heart disease is by far the leading cause of death worldwide. For patients with severe heart disease, a heart transplant is the main treatment available. The researchers hope their invention can help ease the demand for heart transplant donors.
Dvir said using the patient􀆳s own cells is important to reduce the risk that the body􀆳s system to fight infection will reject a transplanted organ. Dvir said that the newly-created heart represents great progress. However, more research and development is needed to produce a fully operating, transplantable (可移植的) organ. For example, he said the heart cells will need to fully form parts that can work together to effectively pump blood. One of the biggest challenges for the engineering team will be finding a way to create a human-sized heart.
Dvir said his team plans to transplant heart models designed for animals, possibly within the next year. He added that, for human use, “simpler organs” will likely be produced before hearts. “Maybe, in ten years, there will be organ printers in the finest hospitals around the world,” Dvir said.
1.What does Paragraph 3 mainly talk about?
A.The working principles of 3D printing.
B.How a 3D printed heart was created.
C.What is needed to 3D print a heart.
D.The wide use of 3D printing.
2.What does the underlined word “remedy” in Paragraph 4 mean?
A.Treat. 	B.Remove.
C.Prevent. 	D.Control.
3.Why is it important to 3D print an organ from a patient􀆳s own cells?
A.To shorten the printing process.
B.To reduce the 3D printing costs.
C.To make it more acceptable to the body.
D.To make it much easier to be transplanted.
4.What can be inferred from Dvir􀆳s words in the last paragraph?
A.Organ printers are already in use in some hospitals.
B.3D printed hearts are already available for animal use.
C.Organ donors will no longer be needed within a decade.
D.Human hearts can􀆳t be 3D printed now because of their complexity.
　　语篇导读 以色列的研究人员近日宣布,他们以病人自身的组织为原材料,3D打印出全球首颗拥有细胞、血管、心室和心房的“完整”心脏。
　　答案与解析 
1.B　主旨题。通读第3段内容可知,本段主要介绍了3D打印的心脏是如何被制造出来的。
2.A　词义推断题。根据第4段内容可知,目前心脏病是世界范围内死亡的主要原因,对于患有严重心脏病的患者来说,心脏移植是主要的治疗方法。由此可以推测,研究人员利用3D打印技术制造心脏的目的是治疗心脏病,故画线词最有可能意为“治疗”。
3.C　细节题。根据第5段中的“Dvir said using the patient􀆳s own cells is important to reduce the risk that the body􀆳s system to fight infection will reject a transplanted organ.”可知,使用病人自己的细胞可以降低人体抗感染系统对被移植器官的排斥风险,使得被移植的器官更容易被人体接受。
4.D　推断题。根据最后一段中的“He added that, for human use, ‘simpler organs’ will likely be produced before hearts.”可知,为了便于人类使用,“更简单的器官”可能会在心脏之前产生。由此可以推断出,因为人类心脏的复杂性,现在还无法3D打印出人类的心脏。
Passage 2
Modern day robots may not be as entertaining as R2-D2 or the robot from Lost in Space, but robots are very important to space exploration and are being used in a variety of different ways for several important reasons.
[image: ]
Robots make great explorers on planets, moon, and other landing areas. Aside from the earth, just about every surface in the solar system is unsafe for humans to explore. The air on most other planets is insufficient for humans to breathe, making it necessary to wear a space suit and oxygen equipment. The temperatures on these surfaces are much too hot or much too cold for any human to withstand.Plus, there would be complications with radiation, weather, and a lack of gravity. Robots have much less limitation in these areas and can survive much longer under these conditions.
Robots are designed for collecting scientific data.Robots are also able to perform many tasks at one time and can process information much quicker and more efficiently. Important scientific projects from detecting minerals, analyzing ground samples, to finding water are all performed much quicker and more accurately by robots.
The use of robots has made the cost of space exploration much less expensive than it would cost for humans to do the work. In order to successfully send humans into space we would need to build a vehicle that can not only carry humans, but also enough food and water to keep them alive for the duration of the trip. Moreover, robots have no problems working for hours on end.Robots never complain, they don􀆳t require food or water, and they never need a bathroom break.
Over the past 30 years or so there have been many different types of robots used successfully in the exploration of space. Perhaps the most famous and successful robots are Spirit and Opportunity who have both explored the surface of Mars. They have both been very successful with experiments on soil and rocks and have even found evidence of water in Mars􀆳 history.
1.Which of the following would be the best title for the passage?
A.The Development of Robots 
B.No Robots, No Space Exploration 
C.The Discovery of Space Exploration
D.Robots Are Used in Space Exploration
2.According to the passage, what can we disagree with?
A.Many different types of robots have explored the space successfully.
B.Both Spirit and Opportunity have found the evidence of water on Mars.
C.The use of robots in space exploration costs more than the use of humans.
D.It is dangerous for humans to explore other surfaces in the solar system except the earth.
3.What does the underlined word “withstand” in Paragraph 2 most probably mean?
A.Remain. 	B.Bear.	C.Defeat.	D.Develop.
　　语篇导读 机器人正在用于太空探索,它对太空探索非常重要。
　　答案与解析
1.D　主旨题。通读全文可知,本文主要介绍了机器人正用于太空探索,它对太空探索非常重要。
2.C　细节题。根据倒数第2段中的“The use of robots has made the cost of space exploration much less expensive than it would cost for humans to do the work.”可知,用机器人进行太空探索比人类从事这项工作花费更少。
3.B　词义推断题。根据画线词前面的The temperatures on these surfaces are much too hot or much too cold 可知,这些(行星)表面温度太高或太低,所以人类应该无法忍受这种极端的温度。由此可知画线词意为“忍受”。
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